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Greetings to Everyone--

Beth Israel Center Synagogue held its annual picnic at Mowry Park at the beginning of August.
Thank you to everyone for a wonderful attendance and for the hard work everyone put into it to make
it successful.  A special “ thank you”  goes to Irv Selsley for chairing the committee.

After our service on Friday, August 27th, Marty Pomerantz gave an interesting book review about
Israeli start-up companies and what makes these innovative businesses so successful.  The Friday
night service was well attended!  Remember to keep our Friday night services viable with your
presence.

Our New Year begins with the start of the High Holidays on Erev Rosh Hashanah, Wednesday,
September 8th.  Start the New Year off right with a donation to Beth Israel Center Synagogue.  There
are various funds to which you can designate your donation.  Remember, charity begins with your
synagogue.

May you all have a safe and healthy New Year.  Hope to see you in shul.

Shana Tova,

Art Weinblum

� � � � 
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���� We are all saddened to learn of the passing of Linda Rubin Shafritz.  Linda graduated from
our Religious School; she is the daughter of Stan and Elaine Rubin.  Linda’s biography was
published in Centerments in July of 2009, wherein she relates her long struggle with a rare
form of cancer.  The Beth Israel Center congregation extends deepest sympathy to Linda’s
family.

� Congratulations to Cory Tamler, daughter of Past President (of BIC) Lou Tamler and Lisa
Kaufman, on being granted a Fulbright Award.  She will be studying theater arts at Freie
Universitat in Berlin.

 



� � � � 
� � � � � � � � � � � 
� � � � � �

� Mazel Tov to Dan and Janet Schultz on the birth of a son, Gideon Chaim.  Dan is the son
of Shirley Schultz and the late Hy Schultz.  The bris was held at the Jewish Chapel at the
West Point Military Academy, where Dan teaches. 

� � � � 
� � � 
� � � � �

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, Rabbi Amy will conduct a Tashlich Service along the pier at
the waterfront in Elizabeth, PA.  The service will start at 3:30 PM. Tashlich is a ritual that many
Jews observe during Rosh Hashanah. "Tashlich" means "casting off" in Hebrew and involves
symbolically casting off the sins of the previous year by tossing pieces of bread or another food
into a body of flowing water. Just as the water carries away the bits of bread, so too are sins
symbolically carried away. In this way the participant hopes to start the New Year with a clean
slate. As the custom evolved it became tradition to go to a river and symbolically cast your sins
into the water on the first day of Rosh Hashanah. In order to perform tashlich, take pieces of bread
or another food and go to a flowing body of water such as a river, stream, sea or ocean. Special
prayers are said. Special prayers are recited during the service. The service will be held along the
water front in Elizabeth. Travel south on Route 51. Near the end of the Malady (Elizabeth) bridge
take the Elizabeth exit ramp on the right and continue straight ahead for several blocks. You will
head straight into the river unless you stop and park your car along the pier or along River Street. 
Additional information about the service and instructions to getting to the water front will be
provided at our Rosh Hashanah services. We look forward to a new and exciting experience as we
celebrate Rosh Hashana this year with Rabbi Amy.

� If you or a family member wants a special aliyah (being called to the Torah to bless a portion
during the High Holy Days readings), please notify Stan Glickstein, 412.655.3514.  

���� Babysitting will be available on both days of Rosh Hashana and on Yom Kippur from 10:00 AM
to 1:00 PM.  Please contact Shirley Schultz at 412.653.1153 or schultz321@comcast.net to make
reservations.  Please make reservations as soon as possible so that ar rangements can be made
with the babysitters.

� BIC congregation wishes to express a sincere Thank You to Bernie Rubb for his pro bono service
in settling an excessive and erroneous charge by the Pennsylvania American Water Co.

� Shirley Ravets is arranging a theater  par ty for a Pittsburgh premier of a hit off-Broadway
comedy.  Jewtopia will be presented at the Byham Theater on Sunday, September 26 at 2:00 PM. 
The play tells the story of a non-Jewish man who decides he must marry a Jewish girl so that he
never has to make another decision.  Please call Shirley at 412.653.9296 between September 13
and September 22.  Group rates apply for a group of 10 or more.

� Thank you to all who have stepped up to host the Fr iday night oneg shabbat. Also thanks to you
that are unable to personally perform this service for the contributions made to pay cover the
expenses. There are still openings to be filled, most importantly, two evenings when Rabbi Amy
will be leading services. Please contact Arlene Green at 412.405.9384 to volunteer to host one of
the Friday Onegs.  

� You can help the Cloverleaf area food bank through United Way at work or by direct
contributions.  Over 240 households in this area (our neighbors) are registered with the Cloverleaf
Area Ecumenical Food Bank.  You can use the payroll deduction code at work UNITED WAY -
Code 1390, or Code 15762 for Federal employees.  The address of the food bank is CAEFB, 1
Grove Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15236.  For more information, please contact Suzanne Bilski at
412.207.1655.

� The unveiling of the headstone for Judy Weiss will be held on November 7 at 11:00 AM at
Gemilas Chesed cemetery.  There will be a reception after the service at Gemilas Chesed
Synagogue, 1400 Summit Street in White Oak.   Directions to the cemetery and more information
will be available in the next issue of Centerments or by calling Joe Weiss at 412.913.7556



Beth Israel Center  High Holy Days Schedule, 2010

Erev Rosh Hashana
Wednesday September  8 8:00 PM

Conducted by: Bernie Rubb
Cantor Bernie Rubb

Speaker: Ken Regal 
First Day of Rosh Hashana

Thursday September  9 9:00 AM
Preliminary service

Conducted by: Rabbi Amy Greenbaum
Cantor: Bernie Rubb

Shacharit
Conducted by: Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

Cantor: Bernard Rubb
Torah Reading: Bernard Rubb

Haftorah Reading: Dan Shrager
Speaker: Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

Shofar Richard Green
Musaf

Conducted by: Rabbi Amy Greenbaum
Cantor: Bernard Rubb

Tashlich Service Elizabeth Riverfront 3:30 PM
Thursday  along the Monongahela Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

Second Day of Rosh Hashana
Friday September 10 9:00 AM

Preliminary service
Conducted by: Kenneth Regal

Cantor: Stanley Selkowitz
Shacharit

Cantor: Bernard Rubb
Torah Reading: Bernard Rubb

Haftorah Reading: Kenneth Regal
Shofar Richard Green

Speaker Shirley Schultz
Musaf
Cantor Bernard Rubb

Kol Nidre
Friday September 17 7:15 PM

Ma'ariv
Cantor: Bernard Rubb
Speaker Art Weinblum

Yom Kippur
Saturday September 18 9:30 AM

Preliminary service
Conducted by: Kenneth Regal

Cantor: Stanley Selkowitz
Shacharit

Cantor: Bernard Rubb
Torah Reading: Bernard Rubb

Haftorah Reading: Cindy Balchunas 



Speaker: Dan Shrager
Yiskor Approx.   11:30 AM

Conducted by: Stanley S. Glickstein
Cantor: Bernard Rubb
Musaf

Cantor: Bernard Rubb
Mincha 5:30 PM

Conducted by:
Cantor: Bernard Rubb

Torah Reading: Bernard Rubb
Ne'ilah

Conducted by:
Cantor: Bernard Rubb
Shofar Richard Green

Ma'ariv
Cantor: Stanley Selkowitz

Break-Fast Sisterhood

� �� � � � � � � �



         On August 5, Sisterhood held a successful bake sale at the Pleasant Hills Farmers’  Market.  This
event was the work of many people.  Those who worked the day of the sale were: Joan Glickstein, Stan
Glickstein, Arlene Green, Carol Lang, Bobbi Myerson, Shirley Ravets, Irv Selsley, Janet Selsley, and
Gloria Weiss.  The talented bakers were: Joan Glickstein, Debbe Greenberger, Sara Krifcher, Carol Lang,
Ed Myerson, Sally Petri, Phyllis Pomerantz, Janet Selsley, Marsha Shrager, Elaine Small, Rachel
Weinblum, Gloria Weiss, Carolyn Weiss, and Cindy Weiss.  Thank you to all the volunteers.
 Sisterhood will, as always, sponsor a babysitting service for the High Holidays from 10:00 AM to
1:00 PM.  If you have a child or a grandchild who will need this service, please let Shirley Schultz know.

We are looking forward to our first meeting of the year on October 12.  The Lattermans will show
us how they make their stained glass creations.  They are welcoming us into their hoome.  Please see the
flyer in this issue for details.

On Sunday, August 15, Laurie B. Davis, regional president, and Cory R. Schneider, national
president of the Women’s League for Conservative Judaism, visited BIC.  They were shown our recently
refurbished sanctuaries and library.  They shared their wisdom and expertise with members of Sisterhood. 
Thank you, Laurie and Cory, for your time and guidance.

We enter a new year with optimism.  To all members and friends of Beth Israel Center Synagogue,
L’shana tova tikatavu� 


 

                                        Joan Glickstein and Janet Selsley
                                         Co-Presidents

Laurie Davis and Cory Schneider peruse a copy of The
People of Beth Israel Center - Fifty Years by Carolee
Burack during their visit to our building.  

The afternoon crew at the BIC booth at the
Farmers’  Market.
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Our annual BIC congregational picnic was held at Mowry Park
this year.  The picnic has become a tradition with us as an
opportunity to get together with other congregants during the
summer.  Many members brought family from out of town.
All were welcome.  

The picnic was made possible by a large contingent of
volunteers.  Irv Selsley headed the committee but the work
was done and contributions were made by Stan Glickstein,
Richard and Arlene Green, Howard and Carol Lang, Ed
Myerson, Shirley Ravets, Ed Rosenberg, Janet Selsley, Jim
Teska, Rachel and Art Weinblum, and Joe Weiss.  

We had a beautiful, warm afternoon for the event.  We dined
on hamburgers, hot dogs, salads, baked beans,  all the fixings,
and corn on the cob.  And what would a summer picnic be
without watermelon?!  

In the photos, we see (1) the early preparation of tomatoes and
onions at BIC as the crew packs up the “stuff” .  (2) The table
was set so that everything was convenient and (3) we could all
sit down together and enjoy the feast.  (4) After we played
some quiz games, a 50/50 drawing was held.  The winner was
Lisa Purdy, who will use the winnings to buy a small book
when she starts college at Brandeis in the Fall. (5) But mostly
it was a day for talking and just being together.



BY OUR PRESENCE AT SABBATH WORSHIP, WE HONOR THE MEMORY OF
THOSE WHO ARE NO LONGER WITH US.

Fr iday, September  10, 2010

Morris Zeaman, father of  Gloria Weiss; 2 Tishri / September 10
Lillian Meuller Reifer, mother of Phyllis Silverman, 5 Tishri /  September 13
Samuel Ross, 5 Tishri / September  13
Golda Kaufman, mother of Sidney Kaufman; 6 Tishri / September 14
Solomon Mirsky, father of Carolee Burack; 7 Tishri / September  15
Harry Baer Herlick, father of Estelle Weissburg; 7 Tishri / September  15
Harry Getzug, father of Maynard Getzug; 7 Tishri / September 15
Ethel Moore, mother of Janet Selsley; 8 Tishri / September 16
Lucy Orgel, mother of Shirley Ravets; 8 Tishri / September 16
Melvin Jackson, husband of Selma Jackson; 9 Tishri / September  17

Fr iday, September  17, 2010

Harry Clateman, mother of Mrs. Leonard Schwartz; 10 Tishri / September  18
Harry D. Green, father of Richard Green; 14 Tishri / September  22
Leonard S. Lang father of Dr. Howard Lang; 15 Tishri / September  23

Fr iday, September  24, 2010

Jack Hirsch, father-in-law of Dr. Harry Binakonsky; 17 Tishri c/ September 25
Maxwell Grandell, father of Sally Petri; 19 Tishri / September 27
Harry Goldman, father of Phyllis Pomerantz; 20 Tishri / September 28
Rose Heller Markowitz, mother-in-law of Jane Markowitz; 23 Tishri / October 1
Jeannie Binakonsky, wife of Dr. Harry Binakonsky; 23 Tishri / October 1

Fr iday, October  1, 2010

Edith Hirsch Miller, sister-in-law of Dr. Harry Binakonsky; 25 Tishri / October 3
Fannie Exter, mother-in-law of Toby Exter; 26f Tishri / October 4
Elias E. Long, father of  Dr. Richard A. Long; 26 Tishri / October 4
Arlene Altholtz, mother of Lynn Altholtz Wallace; 28 Tishri / October 6
Jack Ravets, husband of Shirley Ravets; 30 Tishri / October 8

Fr iday, October  8, 2010

Jerome Orkin, father of Milton Orkin; 3 Cheshvan / October 11
Lillian Smith Klaff, mother of Eileen Kaufman; 4 Cheshvan / October 12
Melly Wolff, mother of Ruth Balis; 6 Cheshvan / October 14
Elaine Roth Rubin, wife of Stanley Rubin; 7 Cheshvan / October 15

Fr iday, October  15, 2010

Frank Green, father of Dr. Lawrence Green; 9 Cheshvan / October 17
Esther Small, mother of Elaine Small and Stephen Small; 9 Cheshvan / October  17
Dorothy Pomerantz, mother of Dr. Martin Pomerantz; 10 Cheshvan / October 18
Morris Weinreb, father of Toby Freeman; 10 Cheshvan / October 18
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Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of beloved mother Bertha Boyer, by J. Edgar Rosenberg
In memory of beloved son David Binakonsky, by Harry Binakonsky
In memory of beloved mother Minnie Binakonsky, by Harry Binakonsky
In memory of beloved wife Elaine Rubin, by Stanley Rubin
In memory of beloved mother Evelyn Helfgott, by Jenny Mentser
In memory of beloved mother-in-law Gussie Mentser, by Jenny Mentser
In memory of beloved husband Howard Petri, by Sally Petri
In memory of beloved friend Saul Berliner, by Stan Rosner
In memory of beloved mother Rose Weinblum (wife of Siegfried Weinblum), by Art and Rachel Weinblum

Jack Ravets Fund

In memory of beloved wife Jeannie Binakonsky, by Harry Binakonsky
In memory and in honor of all who passed away this year, by Diane Cohen
In memory of sister Lois Litt, by Janice and Stan Davidson
In memory of beloved father Irving Feldman, by Janice and Stan Davidson

Adult Education Fund

In memory of Dr. Jack Ravets, by Shirley Ravets

Casting away one’s sins at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is more than the recitation of the customary
“For the sin of. . .”  prayers.  There is the ceremony of Tashlich, or “casting off.”   Jews traditionally go to a body
of water (a pond or larger) to pray and throw in bread crumbs.  This action symbolizes throwing away ones sins,
which the fish devour.

A rabbi was asked what kind of bread one should use in this ceremony.  Here is a listing of appropriate
bread to use for specific sins and misbehavior.

For ordinary sins - white bread
For the sin of chauvinism - Yankee doodles
For erotic sins - French bread
For particularly dark sins - pumpernickel bread
For complex sins - multigrain bread
For the sin of indecision - waffles
For sins committed in haste - matzo
For the sin of chutzpah - any fresh bread
For the sin of substance abuse - stoned wheat
For the sin of racism - crackers
For the sin of overeating - stuffing
For the sin of petty larceny - Stollen
For the sin of auto theft - caraway

For the sin of timidity or cowardice - Milquetoast
Fo the sin of ill temper - sourdough
For the sin of silliness or eccentricity - nut bread

(It is noted that the editor will use this)
For the sin of excessive irony - rye bread
For taking unnecessary chances - a hero roll
For warmongering - kaiser roll
For dressing immodestly - tarts
For indecent photography - cheesecake
For pride and egotism - puff pastry
For trashing the environment - dumplings
For telling bad jokes and puns - corn bread



YOU ARE INVITED TO A VERY SPECIAL EVENING

at the home of

Barbara and Irving Latterman
510 Parkview Drive

Pleasant Hills, PA 15236

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2010
7:00 P.M.

SEE
  Their exquisite stained glass hangings, windows

 and lamps

ENJOY
 A discussion and demonstration of stained glass materials,

techniques and projects

RSVP
 By Tuesday, October 5, 2010

CALL or  EMAIL
 Carolee Burack 412 655 2542 

ceburack@msn.com
 

Refreshments Will Be Served

Sponsored By BIC Sisterhood

ALL ARE WELCOME
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