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Summer arrived and Beth Israel Center had another great picnic!  Thanks to the Weiss
families and Weiss Brothers Meats for once again doing everything it takes to put on a
wonderful event.  Excellent food, challenging entertainment and good people always make for a
fun afternoon, and it was (check out the pictures).

With summer winding down, the High Holidays are fast approaching.  Rabbi Amy will
once again conduct services on the First Day of Rosh Hashanah along with Bernie Rubb.  Last
year this made for a very spiritual and meaningful holiday. With our newly remodeled large and
small sanctuaries and having both Bernie and Rabbi Amy conducting services, BIC is the place
to be this Rosh Hashanah.  I challenge everyone to convince your families to come to
Pittsburgh this year to celebrate the New Year; everyone is welcome. 

I wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year!

Robby
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� The congregation was saddened to learn of the passing on June 30, 2009 of Ruth Sharon Parker
Gunning, daughter of Edith Parker  and Earl Parker, and wife of Sean Gunning.  Ruth became
Bat Mitzvah and was confirmed at Beth Israel Center, class of 1976.

� We wish a speedy and complete recovery from a recent illness to Char les Kr ifcher .

� Mazel Tov to Glor ia Weiss on the birth of her first GREAT granddaughter, Julia Maya Henry. 
Julia is the daughter of Melissa and Michael Henry of Phoenix, AZ.  Melissa is the daughter of
Michael and Gerri Weiss of Mt. Lebanon.  Julia is also the great niece of Ron Weiss.

� We have sadly learned of the passing of Mar ilyn Weiss, wife of Jacques Weiss, the first
President of BIC.  Marilyn passed away on July 31 in Scottsdale, AZ.  Cards may be sent to Chari
Weiss Koscove, 9843 E. Winchcomb Dr., Scottsdale, AZ 85260.  You may also contact her at
chari2665@hotmail.com.

� We record the passing of Judith Slepian Berger on June 29.  Although not a member of BIC, she
was a friend to many members. She was living in Mt. Lebanon at the time of her passing.

� Please welcome to the congregation our new member, Jacqueline Larson and her 3-year-old
daughter Miranda.  Jacqueline lives with her husband in Jefferson Hills.
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� As we approach a new year of activities at BIC, a lot of planning is already beginning.  The

Religious Committee is asking for more members to help out with regular  Fr iday evening
Shabbat services.  We now have a small, dedicated group; please join us as either a leader of the
service or as cantor.  The Religious Committee will be happy to help you get started and to
provide the support you may need.  Please contact Stan Glickstein if you can help in this effort.  It
is not difficult and it is very satisfying.

� If being a leader of the service is too much for you, you can still help by volunteer ing to host an
Oneg Shabbat.  Once again, this year, we are asking women, men and families to serve as host for
Oneg Shabbat following our Friday evening services.  Since our membership is small, we would
like everyone to participate in the service and the serving. (We are an equal opportunity
Synagogue.)  Our services will begin at 7:30 p.m.  At several of our services we will have a short
talk on various subjects of interest and are hoping for a great turnout.

.
You can use the service as celebration of an occasion – birthdays of family members,
anniversaries, or various simchas, as well as a yahrzeit. Gloria Weiss is arranging the schedule.
Please call or send back the “Oneg Shabbat Hostessing”  form with dates of your choice to Gloria
Weiss – 412-655-1955 or mail form to: Gloria Weiss, 500 East Bruceton Road, Apt. #525,
Pittsburgh, PA 15236, or e-mail Phyllis L. Pomerantz at plp457@aol.com     Thank you!

� High Holy Day Flower  Fund - Now is the time to send in your donation of $18.00 for the High
Holiday Bima flowers.  Donations may be sent to BIC at PO Box 10873, or dropped off in the BIC
office.  Your donation should be accompanied by a note with memoriam information (name and
relationship to donor), as well as stating that it is for the Bima Flower Fund.  Flower fund
donations will be recognized in the next issue of Centerments. Call Lee Leibson at 412.884.3354 if
you have any questions.

� Carolee Burack has prepared a display of our 50th Anniversary for the Pleasant Hills Library”s
display case. It will be on display from September 2 through September 22.  Be sure to stop in to
see our history on display.

� The 50th Anniversary celebration has ended and it is time to consign it to the history books.  Our
Center historian, Carolee Burack (there’s that name again!), is in the process of making a photo
album that will become part of the permanent record for future use.  During the celebration, we all
saw numerous photos being taken at all of the events.  We hope you will share the best of these for
inclusion in the album.  Please send 4 x 6 prints (please, no CDs, flash drives, or e-mails) to
Carolee Burack, 327 Challen Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15236. There is no limit or minimum; just the
best you have.
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� Carolee also wishes to thank again everyone who contributed articles, photographs and

information to the book THE PEOPLE OF BETH ISRAEL CENTER- FIFTY YEARS. There
are only 3 hardcover copies remaining to sell so, if you want to purchase a copy, contact Carolee
right away. Consider buying a book in honor of a friend or family member, in memory of a dear
one who passed away, or as a gift to a museum or special library. A softcover edition of the book
has been made available, but must be ordered directly from the publisher. The price is still $75, but
there are no shipping costs. An order form for the softcover book is provided below, and is also
available on the BIC website www.bethisraelpgh.org. QUESTIONS: Contact Carolee at 412 655
2542 or ceburack@msn.com.

�

� We are always happy to send a copy of the Centerments to anyone who wishes to receive it, either
by e-mail or by print copy.  As I have noted in the past, print copies are free to current members.
However, due to increases in postage and printing costs, we would be grateful to nonmembers if a
donation of $10.00 per year were made to help defray costs.  Each print copy is now averaging
about $1.25 to produce and mail.  We started this policy a year ago, and it is time for the second
installment.  Please make your donations payable to Beth Israel Center and mail your checks to PO
Box 10873, Pittsburgh, PA 15236.

� Information for the next issue of Centerments should be submitted by October 1to ensure
inclusion. 

� Estelle Weissburg sent a CD prepared from the 1981 Rosh Hashanah services.  It features Jon
Duker as cantor, Stan Glickstein leading the service, and Estelle presenting a speech.  This
document will be included in the BIC archives.

� A very warm and enthusiastic Thank You card was received from Jill Rubin Aul congratulating
the 50th Anniversary Committee for a job well done.
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Sisterhood is looking forward to a year of service, creativity, and enjoyment.  First, a look back at
our bake sale that was held on Thursday, August 13.  Thank you to the bakers: Carolee Burack, Joan
Glickstein, Sara Krifcher, Carol Lang, Phyllis Pomerantz, Shirley Schultz, Janet Selsley, Elaine Small,
Gloria Weiss, and Judy Weiss; and workers: Carolee Burack, Joan Glickstein, Arlene Green, Sara
Krifcher, Carol Lang, Janet Selsley, Gloria Weiss, and Judy Weiss.  Thanks also to Stan Glickstein and Irv
Selsley for their assistance, and to Joe Weiss, salesman extraordinaire.   

As in the past, Sisterhood will provide babysitting on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  We
will sponsor the oneg on Erev Rosh Hashanah and the break-fast on Yom Kippur.  Contributions to defray
the cost of the break-fast would be appreciated.  Please send them to the BIC post office box with a
notation in the memo.

Sisterhood is sponsoring an acrylic painting art class on Tuesday, October 20, 27, and November 3
and 10.  The class will be taught by Gail Botkin, who taught a class a few years ago.  The cost is $48
(nonrefundable once you attend a session) there will be a small additional cost for materials.  The class is
open to anyone who is interested.  Please call Carolee Burack and tell her you will attend. 412-655- 2542. 

Other activities for an exciting year have been planned. On November 1 Carol Lang will lead a
bread-making class. We will hold our annual Hanukkah lunch on December 13.  On April 19, there will be
a bow-making class at the home of Phyllis Pomerantz.  Other activities being planned are our annual
movie night and a game/card party for members.

Sisterhood is always fund-raising to support the Center.  Shirley Ravets has Entertainment books
available for $20.  This is an excellent way to support Sisterhood and the synagogue, as well as save
money on restaurants, entertainment, and services.  Please call Shirley at 412-653-9296.  The Hanukkah
lunch will feature a silent auction.  We are also planning a garage sale in the spring.   Now is the time to
look over stuff in the attic and set aside any items that are still useful and functional, but you don’ t need
anymore. 

Sisterhood has for many years provided an Oneg Shabbat for those attending services.  This
activity can be done by any member.  When the form arrives to sign up for dates, please consider
responding even if you are not a member of Sisterhood.  Your help is most welcomed.  In lieu of serving, a
contribution of $25.00 is appreciated.

To all members and their families, near and far, L’shana tova tekatevu. 

Joan Glickstein and Janet Selsley
Co-presidents 
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The Adult Education Committee is working hard to prepare an interesting program for the coming
season.  Rachel and Art Weinblum are heading up the committee.  A program will be published
after all speakers have been confirmed.  This year, Adult Ed is sponsored by Shirley Schultz in
memory of Dr. Hyman Schultz. 
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Erev Rosh Hashanah Friday, September 18 8:00 PM
First Day of Rosh Hashanah Saturday, September 19 9:00 AM
Children’s Service Saturday, September 19 10:30 AM
Second Day of Rosh Hashanah Sunday, September 20 9:00 AM
Shabbat Shuvah See calendar
Kol Nidre Sunday, September 27 7:15 PM
Yom Kippur Monday, September 28 9:30 AM
Children’s Service Monday, September 28 10:30 AM

Yizkor Approx. 11:30 AM
Mincha Monday, September 28 5:00 PM

Sukkot See calendar 
Family Dinner Friday, October 9 6:30 PM
Shemini Atzeret Saturday, October 10
Yizkor and Simhat Torah Sunday, October 11 6:30

This year’s Summer Picnic was held on August 9, with over 50
members, potential members, family, and friends digging in.  The food
and tent were again sponsored by the Weiss families, who also proved
that they know their way around food.  The delicious dishes included
standards hamburgers and hot dogs, as well as baked chicken, beans,
corn, salads, and pop.  The kids enjoyed playing on the playground
equipment while the grown-ups exercised their brains with some of the
best and most difficult puzzles Judy Weiss has yet come up with.



Beth Israel Center  thanks the following for  their  suppor t

General Fund

By Marylou and Mark Mendlowitz

Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of beloved father Sylvan Mendlowitz, by Mark and Marylou Mendlowitz
In memory of beloved sister-in-law Leah Hirsch Lauter, by Harry Binakonsky
In memory of beloved son David Binakonsky, by Harry Binakonsky
In memory of beloved mother Frances Siegman, by Bonnie Harrison
In memory of beloved brother Arthur Regal, by Hilda Werth
In memory of beloved mother Esther Regal, by Hilda Werth
In memory of beloved husband Henry Maengen, by Ruth Maengen
In memory of beloved mother Eva Ulanoff, by Bella Ratowsky
In memory of beloved father Julius Jacobs, by Barbara and Irv Latterman
In memory of beloved father-in-law Michael Markowitz, by Jane Markowitz
In memory of beloved mother Bertha Boyer, by Mae and Ed Rosenberg
In memory of beloved husband Howard Petri, by Sally Petri

Jack Ravets Memorial Fund

By Marylou and Mark Mendlowitz
By Bobbie and Ed Myerson in honor of Shirley Ravets

50th Anniversary

Stan and Rita Rosner in honor of Joel Rosner
Bobbie and Ed Myerson
In honor of all the work by the Anniversary Committee, by Estelle Weissburg
In honor of Carolee Burack, Historian, by Estelle Weissburg
Louis Greenwald, Inc.

BIC History Book Fund

Beth El Congregation - Rabbi Alex Greenbaum’s Discretionary Fund



BY OUR PRESENCE AT SABBATH WORSHIP, WE HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE
WHO ARE NO LONGER WITH US.

Friday, September 11, 2009

Rose Weinblum, mother of Art Weinblum and wife of Siegfried Weinblum;23 Elul / September 12
Brian Scott Shapiro, son of Linda Shapiro and Edward Shapiro; 23 Elul / September 12
Harry Weiss, grandfather of Joseph Weiss and Elliott Weiss; 25 Elul / September 14
Milton Weiss, father of Joseph and Elliott Weiss; 26 Elul / September 15

Friday, September 18, 2009

Morris Zeaman, father of  Gloria Weiss; 2 Tishri / September 20
Lillian Meuller Reifer, mother of Phyllis Silverman; 5 Tishri / September 23
Samuel Ross; 5 Tishri / September 23
Golda Kaufman, mother of Sidney Kaufman; 6 Tishri / September 24
Solomon Mirsky, father of Carolee Burack; 7 Tishri / September 25
Harry Baer Herlick, father of Estelle Weissburg; 7 Tishri / September 25
Harry Getzug, father of Maynard Getzug; 7 Tishri / September 25

Friday, September 25, 2009

Ethel Moore, mother of Janet Selsley; 8 Tishri / September 26
Lucy Orgel, mother of Shirley Ravets; 8 Tishri / September 26
Melvin Jackson husband of Selma Jackson; 9 Tishri / September 27
Harry Clateman, father of Mrs. Leonard Schwartz; 10 Tishri / September 28
Harry D. Green, father of Richard Green; 14 Tishri / October 2

Friday, October 2, 2009

Leonard S. Lang father of Dr. Howard Lang; 15 Tishri / October 3
Jack Hirsch, father-in-law of Dr. Harry Binakonsky; 17 Tishri / October 5
Maxwell Grandell, father of Sally Petri; 19 Tishri / October 7
Harry Goldman, father of Phyllis Pomerantz; 20 Tishri / October 8

Friday, October 9, 2009

Rose Heller Markowitz, mother-in-law of Jane Markowitz; 23 Tishri / October 11
Jeannie Binakonsky, wife of Dr. Harry Binakonsky; 23  Tishri / October 11
Edith Hirsch Miller, sister-in-law of Dr. Harry Binakonsky; 25f Tishri / October 13
Fannie Exter, mother-in-law of Toby Exter; 26 Tishri / October 14
Elias E. Long, father of  Dr. Richard A. Long; 26 Tishri / October 14
Arlene Altholtz, mother of Lynn Altholtz Wallace; 28 Tishri / October 16
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Men’s Club is gearing up for a New Year of interesting studies and camaraderie.  Our first
meeting of the new season will be on October 11 and each second Sunday of the month after that.
Please mark your calendars.  

As in the past, Men’s Club will erect the sukkah immediately after Yom Kippur.  This must be
done during the week as Erev Sukkot occurs on Friday evening.  It does not take a long time to do
this, but we need several hands to make the work lighter.  Please contact Stan Glickstein
(412.655.3514) or Irv Selsley (412.655.2604) so that we can plan on the date and time most
convenient for all to get the job done.
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New Year greetings from former members were received at BIC.

� Janet and David Roth attended the 50th Anniversary celebration.  They send
greetings from Nashua, NH.

� HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM JUPITER, FLORIDA
FROM MYRA AND BOB BERMAN

It is always a pleasure hearing from old friends.  Here is a poem inspired by our 50th Anniversary
Celebration.

Ode to Beth Israel Center
by Adelle Linder

We were younger
We wanted a home for worship.

Although I have been away these many years
your words of comfort did much to allay my fears.
There were many times of strife and stress
but, in turning to you, I must confess
I was back in Beth Israel’s blanket of care
making it possible for one (me) and all to share.

A word of Thanks; a World of Thanks
It can’ t be bought in a world of banks.

Good luck, good health, and sincere wishes for happiness.

Adelle Linder
111 Montebello Commons Dr, Apt 118
Suffern, NY 10901-8109





Beth Israel Center  Cemetery Committee Meets 
With Beth Abraham Cemetery Representatives

 
Beth Israel Center cemetery committee members met with Beth Abraham Cemetery representatives on May 13, 2009 to
determine the sort of arrangements or accommodations that could be made between these two organizations which could
mutually benefit members of both organizations.
 
The committee concluded the following:
 
� Beth Abraham provides our congregants with a cemetery nearby to Beth Israel Center.
� Many of our congregants and families are already buried at Beth Abraham
� Making our members aware of Beth Abraham’s existence may satisfy the needs of some of our congregants by

knowing that there is a Beth Israel burial ground that is readily available.
� Beth Abraham provides a low cost cemetery plot for our congregants.
� Beth Abraham could help promote Beth Israel events and its availability.
� Beth Israel could be used for a place where memorial services could be held.
� Perhaps information on Beth Abraham could be made available in the Beth Israel web site.

 
Arlene Adelman, President of Beth Abraham Congregation provided some background about Beth Abraham.  She
indicated that Beth Abraham came into being about 1885 and was located in the Hill district in an area that is now
occupied by the Crawford Apartments. The cemetery located off Route 51 in Whitehall, also came into being at about that
time. It is operated according to Jewish Orthodox traditions. This implies that non-Jews cannot be buried there and that
burials are done according to Orthodox rules and regulations. The synagogue closed its doors in the 1940’s. However, the
cemetery continues to function with a volunteer Board of Directors and a paid employee.
 
There are about 4700 persons buried at the cemetery and about 900 plots are still available.  Beth Abraham would very
much like members of Beth Israel to consider purchasing plots at the cemetery.  If there are a sufficient numbers of
persons interested (10-15), perhaps a special area could be set aside for Beth Israel Center members. The cost of the plots
is as follows:
 

Each Plot: $500
Opening and Closing of the grave $800
Perpetual Care $700
Annual Fee (contract fee until interment) $35

 
The results of our meeting were presented to the BIC Board of Directors and it was agreed that this information should be
disseminated to the congregation.
 
For further information please contact any of the following cemetery committee members, Stan Glickstein, Ann Schubert
or Martin Pomerantz.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
7:30 PM

ADDITIONAL SERVICES WITH RABBI AMY WILL BE
NOVEMBER 20, DECEMBER 18
JANUARY 15, MARCH 5
MAY 21, JUNE 18

The Rabbi’s services are made possible by the Jack Ravets Memorial Fund.  Your donations are welcome.
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