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High Holy Days are over, but activities are coming on fast and furious.  Our calendar starts with
the first Men’s Club meeting on October 11 at 9:30 AM.  Ron Weiss is leading a discussion of
our relationship with Iran over the past 30 years.  Perry Haalman and the kids from the
Religious School will host one of our always-popular family dinners followed by a Shabbat
service.  Dinner starts at 6:30 on October 23.  We will conclude that weekend with the first Adult
Education program of the new year.  Jonathan Mayo, sports writer for the Jewish Chronicle, will
discuss “Jews in Basketball” at 7:30 on October 25.  Sisterhood will start its year with a three-
part class in painting with acrylics.  These classes will be held on successive Tuesdays at 7:00
PM starting October 20.  Sisterhood has also scheduled a challah baking class!  Sounds like
fun.  And to end the current calendar, Rabbi Greenbaum will lead shabbat service on November
20, with Janet Mostow returning for cantorial duties.  Please make Beth Israel YOUR center for
religious and social activities.  Read more details below.
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� Congratulations to Julia Purdy on being chosen for the December Birthright trip to Israel.  This
is an all-expense-paid trip to Israel in December.  Details can be viewed at
www.birthrightisrael.com.

� Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Leibson announce the marriage of their granddaughter Jessica Musikar
to Corey Hughes in Washington, DC on September 6.  Jessica’s mother, Sharon Grossman
Ogburn, is an alumnae of BIC Religious School

� We all wish Sylvia Mendlow a speedy recovery from her recent illness.  

� Congratulations to Dan and Marsha Shrager  on the birth of their seventh grandchild.  George
Samuel Shrager  was born to Joseph and Alexis Shrager  in Orlando, FL.

� We are pleased hear that Glor ia Weiss is recovering from her recent ailment.
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� I call your attention to the new BIC Directory that was issued just before the Holy Days.  Please note

that we have THREE new member families listed therein.  Please welcome Duane and Jackie Larsen
(and Miranda), Ed and Bobbi Myerson, and Greg and Holly Rubinoff to the congregation.  (Also,
please make a correction in your copy of the Directory; the correct spelling of our new member is
RUBINOFF.)
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� Marvin and Lee Leibson are moving to Florida.  No more of these Pittsburgh winters!  Their new
address will be (after November 1):

6061 Second St. East #65
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706

Best wishes to them, and please, Lee and Marv, do not forget about us.

� When making donations to BIC, please include a note specifying details of the donation; In memory
of... or in honor of...., the relationship of the parties ; father of...., friend of....  If the donation is for
a specific fund (Yahrzeit, Eric Weiss, Jack Ravets, Garden, etc.) please specify, otherwise it will be
credited to General Fund. 

� The Religious Committee is asking for more members to help out with regular  Fr iday evening
Shabbat services.  We now have a small, dedicated group; please join us as either a leader of the
service or as cantor.  The Religious Committee will be happy to help you get started and to provide
the support you may need.  Please contact Stan Glickstein if you can help in this effort.  It is not
difficult and it is very satisfying.

� A glance at the calendar below shows that we still need volunteers to host an Oneg Shabbat.  Once
again, this year, we are asking women, men and families to serve as host for Oneg Shabbat following
our Friday evening services.  Since our membership is small, we would like everyone to participate
in the service and the serving. (We are an equal opportunity Synagogue.)  Our services will begin at
7:30 p.m.  You can use the service as celebration of an occasion – birthdays of family members,
anniversaries, or various simchas, as well as a yahrzeit.   Gloria Weiss is arranging the schedule.
Please call or send back the “Oneg Shabbat Hostessing”  form with dates of your choice to Gloria
Weiss – 412-655-1955 or mail form to: Gloria Weiss, 500 East Bruceton Road, Apt. #525, Pittsburgh,
PA 15236, or e-mail Janet Selsley jselsley@verizon.net     Thank you!

� We are always happy to send a copy of the Centerments to anyone who wishes to receive it, either
by e-mail or by print copy.  As I have noted in the past, print copies are free to current members.
However, due to increases in postage and printing costs, we would be grateful to nonmembers if a
donation of $10.00 per year were made to help defray costs.  Each print copy is now averaging about
$1.25 to produce and mail.  We started this policy a year ago, and it is time for the second installment.
Please make your donations payable to Beth Israel Center and mail your checks to PO Box 10873,
Pittsburgh, PA 15236.

� Information for the next issue of Centerments should be submitted by November 11 to ensure
inclusion. 
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The first Men’s Club meeting of the new season will be held on October 11 at 9:30 AM. Ron
Weiss will lead a discussion of our relationship with Iran over the past 30 years.  Noshes will be
served.
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Sisterhood activities are now in full swing.  Coming up is the acrylic painting art class.  Thank you
to Carolee Burack for coordinating this event.  On November 1 Carol Lang will graciously open her
house and her kitchen for a challah-making class.  Space is limited, so please let Carol know if you
want to attend.  The cost is $10.00 for materials.

There have already been several Sisterhood activities that deserve thank-you’s.  Thanks to Arlene
Green and Elaine Small for hosting the Oneg Yom Tov.  Thank you to Carolee Burack, Joan
Glickstein, and Janet Selsley for baking for the break-fast and to Shirley Ravets for helping.  Thanks
to Shirley Ravets and Cindy Weiss for arranging for the babysitting.

While many of you have responded to our need for Oneg Shabbat hosts and hostesses, there are
still dates available.  Celebrate happy events in your life by providing an Oneg.  Please let Gloria
Weiss or Janet Selsley know that you care enough to volunteer.   Thank you to these people who
have made contributions to help with the expense of the Onegs: the Greb family, Bonnie Harrison,
Rina Hirsch, Louise Hunt, Bob Melhado, Jennie Mentser, Rita Rosner, and Ed Weingart.

The next Sisterhood open board meeting is on Wednesday, October 28, at Panera Bread at 12:30
PM.  All Sisterhood members are welcome to attend.

Janet Selsley and Joan Glickstein
Co-Presidents
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The first lecture in this year’s Adult Education lecture series is sports related.  Jonathan Mayo
will speak on “Jews in Basketball” on October 25 at 7:30 PM.   A few years ago, Men’s Club had
a presentation on “Jews in Football” that was very interesting and well-attended.  Please join us
for this different approach to our popular lecture series, sponsored this year by Shirley Schultz in
honor of Hyman Schultz.  
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Carolee Burack prepared a showcase at the Pleasant
Hills Library showing the 50-year history of BIC.  The
material was on display for the month of September.

A crew of six got the sukkah up in record time
this year.  Workers were Irv Selsley, Pete
Behrman, Stan Glickstein, Marv Leibson,
Robbie Greenberger, and Ed Myerson (he is
the one behind the camera).
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General Fund

Kenneth Regal
Diane Cohen
Adelle Linder in honor of Carolee Burack 

Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of beloved mother Minnie Binakonsky, by Dr. Harry Binakonsky
In memory of beloved wife Elaine Rubin, by Stan Rubin
In memory of beloved wife Rose Weinblum, by Siegfried Weinblum 
In memory of beloved mother Rose Weinblum, by Art and Rachel Weinblum
In memory of beloved mother-in-law Gussie Mentser, by Jenny Mentser
In memory of beloved father-in-law Harry Mentser, by Jenny Mentser
In memory of beloved mother Evelyn Helfgott, by Jenny Mentser
In memory of beloved son Brian Shapiro, by Linda Pinsky
In memory of beloved son Brian Shapiro, by Ed Shapiro
In memory of beloved father Harry Green, by Richard and Arlene Green
In memory of beloved mother Golda Kaufman, by Sid Kaufman
In memory of beloved father Leonard Lang

Jack Ravets Memorial Fund

Anonymous
Shirley Schultz in honor of Elaine Small
Diane Cohen
Dr. Paula Ravets and Paul Reiser, in loving memory of father and grandfather Dr. Jack Ravets

Eric Weiss Fund

Shirley Ravets, in honor of Joe Weiss’s Special Birthday

A Special Concert by the Carnegie Mellon Philharmonic Orchestra 
Lessons from Kristalnacht for Today: Music from the Holocaust

Monday, November 9, 2009
Carnegie Music Hall, Oakland at 8:00 PM

A performance by the CMU Philharmonic Orchestra featuring works of prominent
Jewish composers banned during the Nazi regime. The program includes “Reflections
of Kristalnacht”  by Ruth Drescher, a holocaust survivor.  Tickets are FREE.  Please call
Shirley Ravets, 412.655.9296 by Friday, October 30 to reserve your tickets.
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Donated by In Memory of

Kenneth Regal and the Krupp family Barbara Krupp

Allen Charness and family Esther Grosser

Joan Horvitz Fred Horvitz

Shirley Schultz Hyman Schultz

Ann Schubert and family Jack Schubert

Jennie, Sue, and Harvey Mentser Morris Mentser

Joseph and Judy Weiss Beloved son Eric, and 
beloved father Milton Weiss

Elaine Small Beloved parents Esther and Arthur Small

Gloria Weiss and family Herman Weiss

Louise and William Hunt Beloved sister Judith Joseph

Shirley Ravets and family Jack Ravets

Harry Binakonsky Beloved wife Jeannie Binakonsky
Beloved son David Binakonsky

Edward Weingart Beloved wife Ruth Weingart

Lisa Tamler and family Eileen Kaufman

Patricia and Robert Melhado Celia and Daniel Keller
Ethel and John Melhado

Barry Tunick and family Nancy Tunick

Marvin Leibson Beloved wife Bonnie Leibson

Lee Grossman Leibson Eli H. Grossman and 
Paul Julian Grossman

J. Edgar and Mae Rosenberg Fannie and Morris Rosenberg
Bertha and Julius Bayer

Marvin and Lee Leibson Joseph Markowitz
Howard and Shirley Jacket

Edith Parker Beloved daughter Ruth Sharon Gunning



BY OUR PRESENCE AT SABBATH WORSHIP, WE HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO ARE
NO LONGER WITH US.

Fr iday, October  16, 2009

Jack Ravets, husband of Shirley Ravets; 30 Tisheri / October 18
Jerome Orkin, father of Milton Orkin; 3 Cheshvan / October 21
Lillian Smith Klaff, mother of Eileen Kaufman; 4 Cheshvan / October 22

Fr iday, October  23, 2009

Melly Wolff, mother of Ruth Balis; 6 Cheshvan / October 24
Elaine Roth Rubin, wife of Stanley Rubin; 7 Cheshvan / October 25
Frank Green, father of Dr. Lawrence Green; 9 Cheshvan / October 27
Esther Small, mother of Elaine Small and Steven Small; 9 Cheshvan / October  27
Dorothy Pomerantz, mother of Dr. Martin Pomerantz; 10 Cheshvan c/ October 28
Morris Weinreb, father of Toby Freeman; 10 Cheshvan / October 28

Fr iday, October  30, 2009

Sophie Davidson, mother of Stanley Davidson; 15 Cheshvan / November 2
Julius Boyer, father of Mae Boyer Rosenberg; 16 Cheshvan / November 3
Harry Mentser, father of Morris Mentser; 17 Cheshvan / November 4
Sidney Katz, father of Dr. Joan Glickstein; 19 Cheshvan / November 6
Leah Shapiro, mother of Edward Shapiro; 19 Cheshvan / November 6

Fr iday, November 6, 2009

Melvin Blair; 20 Cheshvan / November 7
Morris Schmelzer, father of Edith Parker; 20 Cheshvan / November 7
Paul Grossman, son of Ely Grossman and Lee Leibson; 20 Cheshvan / November 7
Eileen Kaufman, mother of Lisa Kaufman and wife of Sidney Kaufman; 21 Cheshvan / November 8
Nancy Tunick, wife of Barry Tunick; 23 Cheshvan / November 10
Jennie Iskowich, mother of Florence Goldman; 26 Cheshvan / November 13

Fr iday, November 13, 2009

Louis Smith, father of Eileen Kaufman, grandfather of Lisa Kaufman; 28 Cheshvan / November 15
Abe Anish, father of Ronna Rosenberg; 28 Cheshvan / November 15
Reva Befferman, stepmother of Shirley Schultz; 29 Cheshvan / November 16
Pearl Rosner, mother of Stanford Rosner; 29 Cheshvan / November 16

Fr iday, November 20, 2009

Bessie Bauman, grandmother of Gerri Delaney; 5 Kislev / November 22
Henry Lichtman, father of Marilyn Krisiloff; 5 Kislev / November 22
Harriet Rosner, sister of Stanford Rosner; 6 Kislev / November 23
Morris Mentser, husband of Genevieve Mentser and father of Susan and Harvey; 7 Kislev / November 24
Victor Levine, father of Irene Luchinsky; 8 Kislev /November 25
Morris Kriftcher, father of Dr. Charles Krifcher; 9 Kislev / November 26



Beth Israel Center  Cemetery Committee Meets 
With Beth Abraham Cemetery Representatives

 
Beth Israel Center cemetery committee members met with Beth Abraham Cemetery representatives on May 13, 2009 to
determine the sort of arrangements or accommodations that could be made between these two organizations which could
mutually benefit members of both organizations.
 
The committee concluded the following:
 
� Beth Abraham provides our congregants with a cemetery nearby to Beth Israel Center.
� Many of our congregants and families are already buried at Beth Abraham
� Making our members aware of Beth Abraham’s existence may satisfy the needs of some of our congregants by

knowing that there is a Beth Israel burial ground that is readily available.
� Beth Abraham provides a low cost cemetery plot for our congregants.
� Beth Abraham could help promote Beth Israel events and its availability.
� Beth Israel could be used for a place where memorial services could be held.
� Perhaps information on Beth Abraham could be made available in the Beth Israel web site.

�
There are about 4700 persons buried at the cemetery and about 900 plots are still available.  Beth Abraham would very
much like members of Beth Israel to consider purchasing plots at the cemetery.  If there are a sufficient numbers of
persons interested (10-15), perhaps a special area could be set aside for Beth Israel Center members. The cost of the plots
is as follows:
 

Each Plot: $500
Opening and Closing of the grave $800
Perpetual Care $700
Annual Fee (contract fee until interment) $35

 
The results of our meeting were presented to the BIC Board of Directors and it was agreed that this information should
be disseminated to the congregation.
 
For further information please contact any of the following cemetery committee members, Stan Glickstein, Ann Schubert
or Martin Pomerantz.
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