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• We are saddened to learn that Rosella Painter  passed away earlier this month, in Pittsburgh. She
suffered a heart attack in her sleep. Rosella is the sister of Joan Horvitz and the mother of  Aric
Caplan.  Beth Israel offers condolences to the Caplan, Horvitz, and Painter families.

• We were pleased to learn that Stan Glickstein recovered nicely from a broken foot suffered when
he slipped on the ice.  He is now getting around on his own, without a clumsy foot brace.

• However, Sarah Kr ifcher  is not as lucky.  She recently stumbled on a mat at the gym and broke
a bone in her left arm.  Although she is not in a cast, the injury is still painful.  We all wish her a
speedy and complete recovery.

• We wish Lee Leibson a speedy recovery after her stay in the hospital in Florida.

• Ed Rosenberg is recuperating at home from a recent illness.  Best wishes for a healthy future.

• Mae Rosenberg is now at Oakleaf Personal Care Home in Baldwin.  If you wish to visit with
Mae, Ed asks that you contact him first.

• We note sadly that Edith Scherb passed away recently.  The Scherbs were longtime BIC
members.
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� Thank you very much to the people who have sent in their purchase order for the book The
People of Beth Israel Center -Fifty years. Carolee Burack is pleased with the initial response ,
but would like everyone who has not responded to order a book by March 6. She has spent three
years putting together this book , as a volunteer, and all proceeds will be going to Beth Israel
Center. There is an article about each of our past and present rabbis, cantor, educational director,
each President of BIC , Sisterhood and Men's Club for the past fifty years, , write ups written by
or about members, offspring and about special events. People sent greetings and photos from all
over the country and around the world. The colored photos are great - all 700 of them!! This is a
very special book and you will be delighted to own a copy.

� Passover  in the Aisles!  Now here is an interesting concept.  Giant Eagle’s Market
Distr ict at Village Square is celebrating Passover in the store on Sunday, March 29
from 12:00 to 2:00 PM.  Details can be obtained from Shirley Ravets, 412.653.9296.

� The Centerments staff wishes to thank all who responded so quickly to our notes concerning
holding down expenses through a yearly donation, or receiving Centerments via e-mail.  For
those who missed the note in the last issue, here are two ways nonmembers (former members,
family, etc.) can receive Centerments.  

� You may send your e-mail address to me (iselsley@verizon.net) and we will send
an electronic version.  This version is usually sent a few days before the postal
version can get to you and frequently any photos are in color. Over 50 members
and nonmembers get Centerments in this manner. You must have the free
program Adobe Reader  to read this format.  

� You may continue to get it by post, but we must ask for a yearly donation of $10.
 Each copy of Centerments is now costing over $1.25 to produce and mail.  This
policy will go into effect with the March-April issue.  Please send your check to
BIC, PO Box 10873, Pittsburgh, PA 15236, and mark it “ for Centerments
mailing.”

� Members of BIC will continue to get this newsletter  as always, in whichever
format is most useful to you.  We are grateful to the following members who
made supporting donations to Centerments: Mr. And Mrs. William Hunt, and
Gloria Weiss.
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After a successful meeting making Miriam’s cups, we are looking forward to movie night

on Saturday, March 21.  It will start at 8:00.  The movie is Then She Found Me with Helen Hunt,
Colin Firth, Bette Midler, and Matthew Broderick.  Delicious refreshments will be served.  Please
see details below.  

Orders are being taken for hamantashen .  Apricot, Cherry, Prune, and Poppyseed are
available.  The price is $8 for a dozen and $5 dollars for 1/2 dozen.  If you have not been
contacted for an order, please call Janet Selsley 412-655-2604 by March 4.  Pick-up will be
Sunday, March 8 from 11:30 to 12:30 and Tuesday, March 10 from 4:00 to 6:00. 
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The next meeting of Men’s Club will be on March 8 at 9:30 AM.  Irv Selsley will present
a brief discussion of changes in this year’s income tax preparation.  This will be followed by a
film program on a subject to be announced.  The nosh table will be open.  Please remember that
this is the first day of Eastern Daylight Time; be sure to set your clocks an hour ahead Saturday
night.
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.           The Tu B’Shevat seder was well-attended and delicious, as usual.  Thank you to Perry
Haalman for all his effort and his generous donation to make it work.  The megillah reading is
being done differently this year.  I t will be held during Hebrew school time at 4:30 on Tuesday,
March 10.  Please try to attend and show your support for the religious school.

� � � � � �� � � � � � �
 �� � � � � �� � � � � � �
 �� � � � � �� � � � � � �
 �� � � � � �� � � � � � �
 �

On March 29, plan to attend the next lecture in our Adult Education series.  The subject is a
“ ripped from the headlines”  one for timeliness in this year of recognizing the works of Charles
Darwin.  Dr. Chris Beard will speak on “Evolutionary Medicine: Fossils, Darwin and Modern
Health” .

We also need to give advanced notice of our April 19 lecture because it occurs shortly after the
end of Passover (and the first day of the next edition of Centerments).  On April 19, Mr. David
Shribman, the executive editor of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, will speak on “Today’s News and
Tomorrow’s.”

Both of the final lectures in this season’s Adult Education series are sponsored by Howard and
Carol Lang in memory of their parents, Ann and Leonard Lang, and Esther and Louis Eckstein.

 On May 20, 2009, we will have a special presentation in honor of BIC's 50th Anniversary, made
possible through a generous contribution from the Synagogues Learning Innovation Grant Fund
of the United Jewish Federation. The Adult Education Committee is pleased to announce that Ms.
Rosina Fernhoff will appear in a dramatic presentation, "Snow People." Arrangement for Ms.
Fernoff 's appearance has been made through the B'nai B'rith Lecture Bureau.  
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Archive photo

Rabbi Danny Schiff was the Adult
Education speaker on February 15.  His subject,
“Israel at 60" was a personal account based on his
recent sabbatical in Israel and an explanation of
his motives for deciding to take up residence in
there later this year.  

Rabbi Schiff has been one of our most
popular speakers in our Adult Ed series.  I am sure
that all will agree that he will be missed as a
speaker in the future.

Dr. Perry Haalman conducted our
annual Tu B’Shevat seder in
celebration of trees and plants.  A
huge variety of fruits, vegetables and
seeds, and products made from these
gifts, was served and enjoyed.  Table
decorations were made by the Sunday
School pupils and they also
participated in the plate preparation. 
Everything was in very “good taste”.

In honor of the remodeling of the small
sanctuary, Joe and Judy Weiss
donated this beautiful art print depicting
Noah leaving the ark at the end of the
flood.  The brilliant colors and the
subject matter are appropriate to the
new atmosphere of the sanctuary.  It
will be worth your while to stop in and
enjoy this work of art on your next visit
to BIC.  The Weisses also sponsored
the remodeling of the front portion of
the room, which, all will admit, is a work
of art in itself.
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Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of Beloved mother Anna J. Herlich, by Estelle Weissburg
In memory of Beloved father Abraham Jacobs, by Renee and Harry Freudenheim
In memory of Beloved mother Libbie Silverman, by Phyllis and Sandy Silverman
In memory of Beloved brother Louis Binakonsky, by Dr. Harry Binakonsky
In memory of Beloved mother Evelyne Latterman, by Barbara and Irv Latterman
In memory of Beloved sister-in-law Frances Markowitz, by Jane Markowitz
In memory of Beloved mother Ida Goldman, by Phyllis and Marty Pomerantz
In memory of Beloved mother Bertha Befferman and Beloved father Saul Befferman, by Shirley Schultz
In memory of Beloved father Emanual Silverman, by Phyllis and Sandy Silverman
In memory of Beloved mother Esther Eckstein, by Dr. Howard and Carol Lang

Esther Grosser Memorial Fund

In loving memory of mother Esther Grosser, by Beth and Neil Charness

50th Anniversary

West Jefferson Hills Historical Society
Alan and Bunny Schorr
Phyllis and Marty Pomerantz
Irv and Janet Selsley
Joe and Elliott Weiss
Maxine Horvitz
Linda Shapiro
Robert Kaufman
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Join Us for Our Next 
Shabbat Service with

Rabbi Amy Greenbaum
Friday, March 27th  at 7:30 P.M.

Rabbi Greenbaum will be assisted by guitarist Janet Mostow.

Please join us for this Shabbat and help make it a memorable one.

Future Dates: 

Sun. morning Apr. 26th,    Fri. May 29th

The Rabbi’s participation is made possible through the Jack Ravets Memorial Fund

.
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Beth Israel Center
invites you to attend the

50th Anniversary

Weekend of Celebration

June 26-28, 2009

Friday evening, June 26, 2009
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

Conducted by 
Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

 accompanied by guitar ist
Janet Mostow 

Saturday evening, June 27, 2009
Hors d’oeuvres and Desser ts 8:00 PM

Followed by Havdalah Service 
Conducted by Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

With enter tainment by the Hot Matzohs

Sunday June 28, 2009
10:00 AM –Danish and Coffee

11:30 AM – Lunch
12:45 PM - Past President Honors 

     Closing Ceremonies

Check our  Website bethisraelpgh.org  for  details and a list of attendees
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