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This past month we of Beth Israel Center celebrated the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
congregation.  The weekend celebration turned out great!  I would especially like to thank our anniversary
committee for doing such an outstanding job in organizing each and every detail, and making it all happen. 
The turnout was better than expected, with approximately 150 people attending the Sunday brunch. 
Friday and Saturday evening services were also well attended and Rabbi Amy, with a little help from Janet
Mostow (on Friday) and the Hot Matzohs on Saturday, did her usual exceptional job leading our services,
while teaching us and making it a fun evening.  What makes a celebration great are the people, and many
came from thousands of miles away to see old friends, relatives and the synagogue where they grew up. 
Thank you all for coming.  I will say no more about the celebration and let you look at the pictures. 
Instructions to obtain copies of the photos from Sunday’s brunch are included in the Beth Israel Center
Website.  You should also check News and Notes below for information on how to get a CD or individual
pictures of the celebration taken by a professional photographer.

With our celebration over, a new year is beginning at Beth Israel Center.  Welcome to our new board and
committee members and the many returning members. Thank you for your commitment in keeping BIC
active and running.  Along with our usual services, programs and activities, this year we will once again
have an Adult Education program.  We have a committee, but are searching for someone to relieve our
current chairperson Shirley Schultz.  This has been a world class program and I believe it would be an
extremely interesting and educational experience.  If you are interested in heading this very important
committee, please contact me.

Also, don’t forget to make your reservations for the family picnic, which will be held on Sunday, August 9
at Beth Israel Center.  This has been a very enjoyable event in the pas,t with great food and entertainment
all courtesy of Weiss Brothers Meats and the Weiss Family.  (I have to start studying for Judy’s quiz.) 

This is the beginning of the next 50 years.  Have a great summer!

Robby
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� Al and Bunny Schorr , former members of BIC, wish to announce the arrival of their first
grandson.  Joshua Gregory Saperstein.  Josh is the son of Debbie nee Schorr  and Jared
Saperstein, who live in Mason, OH.  Mazel Tov to both parents and grandparents.
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� As we approach a new year of activities at BIC, a lot of planning is already beginning.  The
Religious Committee is asking for more members to help out with regular  Fr iday evening
Shabbat services.  We now have a small, dedicated group; please join us as either a leader of the
service or as cantor.  The Religious Committee will be happy to help you get started and to
provide the support you may need.  Please contact Stan Glickstein if you can help in this effort.  It
is not difficult and it is very satisfying.

� The BIC Board of Directors met recently to discuss the dues structure for the future.  A new
dues structure was agreed on that will help keep BIC solvent, yet still offer a great bargain for
members.  Details of the new dues structure will be included in your next billing statement.

� Carolee Burack is going to be in charge of the Pleasant Hills Library display cases for the month
of September. The topic she has selected is Beth Israel Center's 50th Anniversary. Any input will
be appreciated and items for possible inclusion are requested. 
Contact Carolee at ceburack@msn.com.

� A professional photographer took a few hundred photos at the 50th Anniversary celebration.
Copies of individual photos may be obtained, for $5.00 each, at the photographer’s website,
http://www.endiawisserphotography.smugmug.com/.  You may also want to check
www.bethisraelphg.org for directions on obtaining a CD of these photos.  The CD will have all of
the professional photographer’s photos.

� Carolee also wishes to thank again everyone who contributed articles, photographs and
information to the book THE PEOPLE OF BETH ISRAEL CENTER- FIFTY YEARS. There
are only 3 hardcover copies remaining to sell so, if you want to purchase a copy, contact Carolee
right away. Consider buying a book in honor of a friend or family member, in memory of a dear
one who passed away, or as a gift to a museum or special library. A softcover edition of the book
has been made available, but must be ordered directly from the publisher. The price is still $75,
but there are no shipping costs. An order form for the softcover book is provided below, and is
also available on the BIC website www.bethisraelpgh.org. QUESTIONS: Contact Carolee at 412
655 2542 or ceburack@msn.com.
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� The 50th Anniversary celebration has ended and it is time to consign it to the history books.  Our
Center historian, Carolee Burack (there’s that name again!), is in the process of making a photo
album that will become part of the permanent record for future use.  During the celebration, we
all saw numerous photos being taken at all of the events.  We hope you will share the best of
these for inclusion in the album.  Please send 4 x 6 prints (please, no CDs, flash drives, or e-
mails) to Carolee Burack, 327 Challen Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15236. There is no limit or minimum;
just the best you have.

� Mattie Selkowitz, daughter  of Lucille and Stanley Selkowitz, graduated from Allegheny
County Police Training Academy on June 9, 2009. Mattie was the only female cadet and was
made one of only four squad leaders.

� We are always happy to send a copy of the Centerments to anyone who wishes to receive it,
either by e-mail or by print copy.  As I have noted in the past, print copies are free to current
members.  However, due to increases in postage and printing costs, we would be grateful to
nonmembers if a donation of $10.00 per year were made to help defray costs.  Each print copy is
now averaging about $1.25 to produce and mail.  We started this policy a year ago, and it is time
for the second installment.  Please make your donations payable to Beth Israel Center and mail
your checks to PO Box 10873, Pittsburgh, PA 15236.

� A former student in our religious school, Derek Kwait, is serving a summer internship on the
Jewish Chronicle.  He will return to University of Pittsburgh in September for his Junior year in
his major, English Writing.

� Information for the next issue of Centerments should be submitted by August 26 to ensure
inclusion.  That will be our High Holiday issue, so it is very important that items should be on
time.

� �
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Sisterhood Donor was held at Buca di Beppo on Sunday, June 7.  Connie Pollack, Western PA
Area Director in the Central Great Lakes Region of the National Women’s League conducted the
installation of the officers.  She, Rabbi Amy, and the members enjoyed good food and good conversation.
Excerpts of the history book’s articles about various Sisterhood presidents were read by some of the
members.

After a successful donor, Sisterhood is preparing for another busy year.  But, first: Thank you to
all the members who baked and provided food for the anniversary Oneg Shabbat and Havdalah services.
Thanks go to the ladies who set up and cleared the tables.  Your work added a lot to a memorable
weekend.

Sisterhood will hold a board meeting on Monday, July 20 at Panera Bread.  The meeting is
opened to all members.  We are planning to hold a bake sale on Thursday, August 13 at the Pleasant Hills
Farmers’  Market.  If you want to help or serve, please call Janet Selsley.  If anyone has ideas for a
program for this coming year, your input would be appreciated.  

Janet Selsley and Joan Glickstein

Sisterhood Co-Presidents
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Thank you to all the individuals who helped make this year’s Adult Education Series a success. 

� Carol and Howard Lang for contributing the funds to make the programs possible

� The active members of the Adult Education Committee: Carolee and Bob Burack, Joan and Stan
Glickstein, Janet and Irv Selsley who helped plan and carry out the programs.

� Janet Selsley, Carolee Burack, Rachel Weinblum, Elaine Small, Carol Lang and Louise Hunt for
providing and serving  refreshments.

� A special thanks all of you who supported the Series with your attendance.

I would also like to acknowledge the support of the UJF for providing special funding for the
extraordinary program presented by Rosina Fernhoff.

Beth Israel Center  thanks the following for  their  suppor t

General Fund

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Michael Felber, grandson of Charles and Sara Krifcher, held in Jerusalem
at the Western Wall; by Helene and Andrew Felber.

Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of beloved father David Greenberger, by Robert Greenberger
In memory of beloved husband Herman Weiss, by Gloria Weiss
In memory of beloved husband Albert Bernstein, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved father-in-law Julius Bernstein, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved mother-in-law Flora Bernstein, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved brother-n-law Melvin Blair, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved brother-in-law Marcy Burns, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved sister-in-law Sylvia Lepinsky, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved mother Dora Needle, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved sister Mildred Needle, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved father Morris Needle, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved father-in-law of Marjorie Bernsten Szafir, Daniel Szafir; by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved brother-in-law Michael Vinopal, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved family member Nat Burns, by Frances Bernstein
In memory of beloved father Abraham Sare, by Jane Markowitz
In memory of beloved brother Lawrence Herlich, by Estelle Weissberg
In memory of beloved father Joseph Lukatsky, by Janet Roth
In memory of beloved father Abraham Pomerantz, by Martin Pomerantz
In memory of beloved father Arthur Regal, by Cynthia Balchunas
In memory of beloved grandmother Esther Regal Cotler, by Cynthia Balchunas
In memory of beloved mother Ruth Balis, by Karen Leventhal

50th Anniversary

Debbie and Robbie Greenberger
Eartique
Joan and Stan Glickstein
Lee and Marvin Leibson
Aric Caplan and Family
Sharon and Fred Schomer



BY OUR PRESENCE AT SABBATH WORSHIP, WE HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE
WHO ARE NO LONGER WITH US.

Fr iday, July 24, 2009

Sylvan Mendlowitz, father of Dr. Mark Mendlowitz, 4 Av / July 25
Albert Bernstein, husband of Frances Bernstein, 6 Av / July 27
Michael Markowitz, father-in-law of Jane Markowitz, 6 Av / July 27
Mary Rosenberg, mother of Harvey Rosenberg, 9 Av / July 30
Chiah Fannie Duker, mother-in-law of Roberta Duker, 10 Av / July 31

Fr iday, July 31, 2009

Benjamin Tauberg, father of Shirley Grossman, 12 Av / August 2
Frieda Rosenzweig, grandmother of Ruth Balis, 13 Av / August 3

Fr iday, August 7, 2009

Julius Jacobs. father of Barbara Latterman, 18 Av / August 8
Charles M. Glazier, father of Jesse Glazier, 20 Av / August 10
Bertha Boyer, mother of Mae Boyer Rosenberg, 21 Av c/ August 11
Luba Evans, sister of Esther Grosser, 22 Av / August 12
Eva Ulanoff, mother of Belle Ratowsky, 22 Av / August 12
Minnie Schmelzer, mother of Edith Parker, 22 Av / August 12

Fr iday, August 14,  2009

Howard Petri, husband of Sally Petri, 27 Av / August 17
Ida Feinberg Dropkin, mother of Lee G. Leibson, 29 Av / August 19
Gussie Mentser, mother of Morris Mentser, 30 Av / August 20
Michael Vinopal, brother-in-law of Frances Bernstein, 1Elul / August 21
David Binakonsky, son of Dr. Harry Binakonsky , the late Jeannie Binakonsky,  and brother of  Judy

Weitzman; 1 Elul / August 21 

Fr iday, August 21,  2009

Herbert Irving Dolnick, 3 Elul / August 23
George B. Zurich, father of Mary Lee Long, 4 Elul / August 24
Saul Berliner, friend of Stanford Rosner, 5 Elul / August 25
Ada Gisser, mother of Toby Ester, 8 Elul / August 28
Maynard Getzug, friend of Edward Weingart, 8 Elul / August 28

Fr iday, August 28,  2009

There are no Yahrzeits listed for tonight.  (9  Elul through 15 Elul)

Fr iday, September  4,  2009

Helen Bizoff, mother of Beatrice Hillner, 16f Elul / September 5
Helen Blau, wife of Philip Blau, 17 Elul / September 6
David Mark Harrison, father of Stanley Harrison, 19 Elul / September 8
Minnie Gertrude Binakonsky, mother of Dr. Harry Binakonsky, 20 Elul / September 9
Jacob Moore, grandfather of Janet Selsley, 20 Elul / September 9
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People began to gather from Florida,
California, Canada, New England, East and
West and points in between.  Shabbat
services were held on Friday. The Oneg
included desserts found in the Sisterhood
cookbook. 

The committee began meeting and
planning almost two years ago.What it was all about!!

At the end of Shabbat, Rabbi Amy led a Havdalah service for over
100 people.  The Hot Matzohs provided appropriate background
music.  We enjoyed a wine and cheese party afterwards.  Wine was
supplied by Elaine Small. 

The celebration gave old friends a chance to catch up and old students a
chance to show off their new families.  Vera Green, Phyllis Pomerantz,
and Fran Cohen toast the festivities.  Jane Markowitz and Sally Petrie
share the news.  Glenn and Rebecca Burack show off Gabriella.



Sunday morning started with coffee and Danish - and more shmoozing.

How did we fit 152 people into our Center?
We did, though, and all had a great
luncheon.  Joan Glickstein was Emcee of
the affair.  She had a few of the original
members offer thoughts on reaching this
milestone.  Mary Hiller represented the
Presbyterian Church, where BIC spent a
few of its formative years.  Honors were
presented to Rabbi Amy and Perry
Haalman, and past presidents of BIC, Men’s
Club and Sisterhood were recognized.  We
all applaud Robby Greenberger for his
leadership of this affair, and Debbe for
keeping him on track.
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Mark your calendars now.


