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This past month we had many excellent events which included a Chanukah Lunch on
December 13. The celebration started with a service lead by Dr. Perry Haalman and the Beth
Israel Center Religious School, which included making a menorah from potatoes, singing, and
lighting of candles. Deli sandwiches and, of course, potato latkes and apple sauce were served
for lunch. Everyone there got the opportunity to take a chance on a tremendous variety of gifts
sponsored by the Sisterhood. A special thank you to Weiss Brothers Meats and Judy Weiss for
contributing and organizing the food, Arlene Green for preparations, and Shirley Ravets for
organizing and conducting the gift auction. This was another really well done event! Rabbi
Amy was present for a Friday evening service on December 18" which was followed by an
emotional book discussion of Sarah’s Key. Thank you Rabbi Amy and Debbe Greenberger for
leading the discussion of a young girl's experiences during the Holocaust in Vichy France.
Adult education presented Chabad Rabbi Mendel Rosenblum who spoke on Jewish mysticism.

Upcoming events that you should mark on your calendar include:

e Sunday January 10 - Adult Education — Rabbi Scott Aaron

e Sunday January 31 - Religious School — Tu B’'Shevat Seder in celebration of trees, fruits
and nuts — Not to be missed

e  Saturday February 6 — Rabbi Amy — Havdalah Service, followed by International
Foods with a Jewish “Tam” and a discussion on Judaism around the world

«  Monday February 22" - A special notice of which | am especially proud: Beth Israel Center
alumna Lexi Greenberger who will be performing with the US tour of the Israel Ballet at
West Virginia University (contact Debbe or me for additional information on tickets and
carpooling).

Marv & Lee Leibson have arrived in Florida after completing the sale of their home in Pittsburgh.
They say hello to all their friends at BIC and look forward to seeing them.

We all wish Judy Weiss a quick and speedy recovery from her illness.
I hope that everyone had a Happy New Year!

Robby



Mae and Edgar Rosenberg happily announce the engagement of their granddaughter
Lindsay to Jonathan Settin of Madison, Wisconsin, and of their grandson Evan to
Catrina Cartagena of Rocksbury, Connecticut. They are the children of Barbara
(Rosenberg) and Mitchell Kohn. Evan is presently studying at the London School of
Economics. Catrina is a student at Cornell Law School. Lindsay and Jonathan live in
Madison, WI, where Jonathan has a morning radio show.

The BIC congregation extends its prayers for a speedy and complete recovery to Judy
Weiss.

Former BIC members Alan and Bunny Schorr are pleased to announce the birth of
their granddaughter Aliya Golda to Michelle and David Schorr in California.

On Mitzvah Day (December 25) a group of BIC
members and a special guest visited Oakleaf Nursing
Home in Baldwin to help the residents celebrate
Christmas and give some of the staff abreak. They
served meals, read stores and led singing of winter
songs for the entertainment of all. Mark Mendlowitz
and Sophie, the specia guest, visited some of the
residents in their roomsto provide company for
those less able to get out. In the group were Shirley
Schultz, Janet Selsley, Debbe Greenberger, Mark
Mendlowitz, Robby Greenberger, and Sophie (in the
chair). Ed Rosenberg was visiting with Mae, his
wife, who is aresident there. Othersin the picture
areresidents.
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As Robby notes above, his daughter Lexi will be dancing with the Israel Ballet at West
Virginia University in Charleston, WV on February 22. Mark your calendars and join a
group of us to attend this performance. More details in the next issue of Centerments.

At the last meeting of Men’'s Club, the program was a history of the movement of Jews in the Western
hemisphere from 1650 to about 1820. Several prominent personalities were highlighted for their devotion
to the new Republic and for their contributions to religious tolerance.

The next meeting will take place on Monday morning, January 11. Mark and Marylou Mendlowitz have
graciously invited usto their veterinary clinic in Dravosburg for aview of aveterinary clinic in action.
Please see the more detailed flyer below. Plan to meet at BIC at 9:30 AM for aquick repast. Carpools
will be formed from there to minimize parking used in Dravosburg.



On December 20 Rabbi Mendel Rosenblum of Chabad
of the South Hills presented the third lecture in the
Hyman Schultz Memorial Series of lecturesfor Adult
Education. He spoke on Jewish Mysticism. Because
of the vast lexicon on the subject, Rabbi Rosenblum
merely touched on the subject by introducing usto the
concept of “two souls’, the heavenly soul and the
worldly soul. Theinteraction of the two soulsgoverns
how we approach life events. He was introduced by
Adult Education Committee Chair Rachel Weinblum.

The next speaker in the series will be Rabbi Scott
Aaron, the new scholar in residence at AJL. He will
speak on the state of Jewish education in America
today. Seetheflyer below for more details.

Avery pleasant congregational luncheon to celebrate Chanukah was held on Decermber 13. Over 40 members attended
and were treated to great food and fun. We thank the Weiss Families for providing the delicious deli trays. Special thanks
go to Judy Weiss; although she could not be there, her advanced planning made the job easy for the ladies who served the
luncheon. Perry Haalman surprised us with something different this year; instead of a play, the boys and girls of the
Religious School showed us how to make a Potato Menorah! Shirley Ravets did her usual yeoman job running a silent
auction that netted Sisterhood a handsome sum. She was helped by Noah and Mallory Weiss, who distributed the prizes to

the lucky bidders.




General Fund

In memory of Margaret Roberts, sister of Jo Ann Weiss, by Shirley Schultz

Yahrzeit Fund

In loving memory of beloved father Thomas O’ Toole, by Arlene and Richard Green
In loving memory of beloved mother Pearl Rosner, by Ritaand Stan Rosner

In loving memory of beloved sister Harriet Rosner, by Rita and Stan Rosner

In loving memory of beloved aunt Selda Simon,by Rita and Stan Rosner

In loving memory of beloved father Matthew Teplitz, by Ritaand Stan Rosner

In loving memory of beloved mother Ann Lang, by Howard and Carol Lang

In loving memory of beloved father Jacob Orgel, by Shirley Ravets

In loving memory of beloved mother Edna Lonstein, by Carolee and Bob Burack

In loving memory of beloved mother Rose Jacobs, by Barbara and Irv Latterman

Eric Weiss Fund

Judy and Joe Weiss

As2009 comesto anend , we can look back at asuccessful fall, and we can ook forward to abusy winter
and spring. The Hanukkah lunch was quite enjoyable and delicious. Thank you to the Joe and Elliot Weiss
families, and especially Judy Weiss, for al you did to make the lunch a success. Thank you to Arlene Green,
who took over responsibility for the lunch, and to her husband Richard, aswell as Shirley Schultz for all thework
you did. Thanks also to Shirley Ravets and Bonnie Harrison for the silent auction. It's always a great
moneymaker as well asalot of fun.

January 15 isthe annual Sisterhood Sabbath. Pleasetry to attend, and say, “Yes,” if the Rabbi asksyou
totakepart. Next up ishamantaschen making. Wealready have some volunteersand will be happy to havemore.
Wewill be celebrating Purimin adifferent way thisyear, with agame and card day at 1:30 on February 28 at the
Center. All members, their families, and their friendsareinvited Wewill provide games, and you can bring your
own. March brings our annual movie night on March 20. In April we will be learning how to make decorative
bows.

Our membership wantsto wish our valuable member and even more valuable friend Judy Weissaquick
return to health.

Janet Selsley and Joan Glickstein
Co-Presidents



BY OUR PRESENCE AT SABBATH WORSHIP, WE HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE
WHO ARE NO LONGER WITH US.

Friday, January 8, 2010

Ellie Katz, mother of Dr. Joan Glickstein; 23 Tevet / January 9

Mary Schultz, mother of Dr. Hyman Schultz; 23 Tevet / January 9
Evelyne S. Latterman, mother of Irving Latterman; 24 Tevet / January 10
Sigfried Rosenzweig, grandfather of Ruth Balis; 25 Tevet / January 11
Libbie Silverman, mother of Sanford Silverman; 25 Tevet / January 11
Sarah Teplitz, mother of Rita Rosner; 26 Tevet / January 12

AnnaJ. Herlick, mother of Estelle Weissburg; 28 Tevet / January 14
Louis Exter, father-in-law of Toby Exter; 29 Tevet / January 15

Friday, January 15, 2010

Harry |. Pretter, father of Selma Jackson;3 Shevat / January 18

Julius Krupp, father of Barbara Krupp; 4 Shevat / January 19

Dora Needle, mother of Frances Bernstein; 5 Shevat / January 20

Julius Bernstein, father-in-law of Frances Bernstein; 5 Shevat / January 20
Freda Schwartz, mother of Leonard Schwartz; 7 Shevat / January 22

Friday, January 22, 2010

Joseph Schultz, father of Dr. Hyman Schultz; 8 Shevat / January 23

Bertha Befferman, mother of Shirley Schultz; 12 Shevat / January 27

Ida Goldman, mother of Phyllis Pomerantz; 12 Shevat / January 27

Esther Eckstein, mother of Carol Lang and Gerry Tessler; 13 Shevat / January 28
Emanuel Silverman, father of Sanford Silverman; 14 Shevat / January 29

Friday, January 29, 2010

Arnold Wayne Hirsch, husband of Rena Hirsch; 15 Shevat / January 30
Harry Balis, father of Sammy Balis; 20 Shevat / February 4

Friday, February 5, 2010

Jonathan Duker, husband of Bobbie Duker; 22 Shevat / February 6
Sonia Helfgott, mother of Genevieve Mentser; 23 Shevat / February 7
Lillian Getzug, mother of Maynard Getzug; 26 Shevat / February 10
Benjamin Bayewitch, father of Louise Hunt; 28 Shevat / February 12
Burton Schmelzer, brother of Edith Parker; 28 Shevat / February 12

Friday, February 12, 2010

Sarah Peal Weiss, grandmother of Joseph and Elliott Weiss;30 Shevat / February 14
Belle Bass, mother of IrmaLeva; 2 Adar / February 16

Alexander Weissburg, father of James Weissburg; 3 Adar / February 17

Louis Blau, grandfather of Philip Blau; 4 Adar / February 18

Josephine Visco, mother of MaryLou Mendlowitz; 4 Adar / February 18,

Pauline Elizabeth Grandell, mother of Sally Petri; 5 Adar / February 19

Sophie Krupp, mother of Barbara Krupp; 5 Adar / February 19

DoraKrifcher, mother of Dr. Charles Krifcher; 5 Adar / February 19

Del Grosser, husband of Esther Grosser; 5 Adar / February 19

Ida Bernice Lukatsky, mother of Janet Roth; 5 Adar / February 19






BETH ISRAEL CENTER ADULT EDUCATION SERIES
Meet Rabbi Scott Aaron, the new AJL Community Scholar

+" 6H 5 ' 17

Sunday Evening January 10, 2010 at 7:30 P.M.

Rabbi Scott Aaron is the Community Scholar for the Agency for Jewish
Learning for Greater Pittsburgh where he specializes in forma and
informal adult education. He hasrabbinic ordination and aMastersof Arts
in Hebrew Literature from the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of
Religionand alaw degreefromthe University of Toledo. Scottiscurrently
completing his PhD in Education through Loyola University of Chicago.
Scott has worked extensively in Hillel at New Y ork University, the Ohio
State University and the University of Chicago, and in the camping and
retreat field where most notably he was the Director of Education for the
Brandeis-Bardin Institute outside Los Angeles. He is the author of a
number of published articles and stories including his well-known book,
Jewish U: A Contemporary Guide for The Jewish College Student which
will be re-released in a revised edition in May. He is married to the
amazing and beautiful Rabbi Donni Aaron and they are blessed with three
children, Meitav, Nitzan and Naor.
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Y ou are Cordially Invited to Join the Congregation for a

Havdalah Service

On Saturday Evening, February 6th at 7:.00 P.M. Led by
Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

Thetheme for this service will be

| nternational Foodswith a Jewish Tam

with a discussion by BIC congregantson

Judaism Around the World

Speakers
Howard Lang, Marni Latterman, Marylou Mendlowitz,

Art Weinblum, Ron Weiss, Carolyn Weiss
Pleasejoin usfor an interesting and exciting evening.
A wonderful array of international foodswill be available.

Rabbi’ s services are supported through the Jack Ravets Memorial Find
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