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In this year’s budget, Beth Israel Center approved modifications to the main sanctuary and the small
sanctuary to update our facilities.  Renovations to the small sanctuary were started first and included
expanding into the adjacent classroom to enlarge the room and to install a new ceiling, lighting and carpet. 
The expanded room turned out so well that the house committee was encouraged to make similar
changes to the existing room.  Thanks to generous contributions from the Eric Weiss Memorial Fund,
additional money was made available to upgrade the entire small sanctuary.  Bob Burack and the house
committee did a wonderful job coming up with great ideas and getting these improvements completed. 
The small sanctuary is now much more comfortable and will get a lot more use.  Be sure to look at the
changes on your next visit to BIC.   

Rabbi Amy conducted a Havdalah Service in December, which was preceded by a book discussion on
“Words that Hurt and Words that Heal” which was lead by the Rabbi and Debbe Greenberger.  On Friday,
January 9th there was a Shabbat service which included readings by members of the Sisterhood.  The
service was followed by a sermon on the current crisis in Israel.  We are very fortunate to have such a
dedicated Rabbi who prepares such excellent services, teaches us and keeps us informed.  I want to
remind everyone that the Rabbi’s services are provided by the Jack Ravets Memorial Fund which is set up
as a matching fund. I encourage people to contribute to this fund whenever possible.  

Adult education programs are continuing and last evening State Senator John Pippy came to BIC to speak
about what is going on in the Pennsylvania Senate and answer our questions.  It was very informative and
provided a good opportunity to meet one of our local politicians one-on-one.  My thanks to the Shirley
Schultz and the adult education committee for putting together such a great lineup of speakers and to the
Lang’s for sponsoring this years program.

I want to remind everyone that our annual Tu B’Shevat celebration of the New Year of the Trees is coming
up on February 8th.  This is a unique event where you will learn about trees and get to experience eating
an unusually wide variety of fruits and nuts.  Perry Haalman and the religious school do an exceptional job
on this event and I strongly encourage everyone to attend.  

Finally, in these difficult times for Israel, I hope that everyone keeps Israel in their minds and hearts. 
Elsewhere is a list of sources for getting news of the events in Israel, and for making donations.  Please be
generous.

Robby

118 Gill Hall Road
P.O. Box 10873
Pittsburgh, PA  15236
Office    (412) 655-2144
www.bethisraelpgh.org
        -----------------
Rabbi Amy Greenbaum:
Home      (412) 279-1829
Cellular   (412) 758-6175
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� Mazel Tov to Yacov Moshe Silverman (Jeff) and his wife Leiba on the birth of a son, Simcha

Zissel.  He was born in November in Philadelphia.  Yacov is the son of Sandy and Phyllis
Silverman.

� Congratulations to Barry and Beatrice Hassinger on the birth of their first child, Jacob Alexander,
on December 22, 2008.

� Another mazel tov, this time to Al and Bunny Schorr, former members of BIC, on the birth of their
first grandchild.  Aliyah Golda Schorr was born to Michelle and David Schorr on December 3,
2008, in San Francisco.
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� If you would like to keep up with events in Israel/Palestine, here are a couple of websites that will

offer more details and the real story: www.jpost.com, www.aipac.org, www.zoa.org and
www.haaretz.com . Donations to support Israel may be made directly at the following websites:
Friends of Israel Defense Force (www.israelsoldiers.org) and United Jewish Federation
(www.ujfpittsburgh.org). WARNING: these URLs are correct, but some browsers may tell you the
page does not exist.  Explorer will then offer the URL in a list of similar websites.  We also urge
you to send letters to the editors of local papers.  We have observed that there are still many
misinformed people in the area who need to find out the truth.

� There have been two articles in local papers featuring Beth Israel Center congregation members. 
Estelle Weissburg is the subject of an article by Jay Firestone in the January 8 issue of the Jewish
Chronicle (see page 20 if you have the issue at hand).  

On November 15th, a long article in the McKeesport Daily News featured a picture of members of
the 50th Anniversary and a long article about BIC activities.  Carolee Burack’s history book and
plans for the 50th anniversary celebration were detailed.  The article continued with a listing of
Sisterhood, Men’s Club, and Adult Education activities.  We are certainly grateful to the Daily
News for this feature.  Copies of the article are available from Stan Glickstein or Irv Selsley.

� Final editing of Carolee Burack’s history, The People of Beth Israel Center Fifty Years is nearly
completed.  The book has over 700 photos, most in color, submitted by members and their
families, and will run over 350 pages.  The book includes thumbnail sketches of all the presidents
of our organizations, remembrances and greetings from past and present members and alumni of
our religious school.  The book will be hard-bound and a worthwhile addition to any library.   The
book is being published to coincide with the 50th anniversary .  You will be receiving information as
to how to purchase this book in the mail.

� The Centerments staff wishes to thank all who responded so quickly to our note last issue 
concerning holding down expenses through a yearly donation or receiving Centerments via e-mail. 
We have added seven names to our e-mail distribution list and we have received donations from
seven more who still wish to receive Centerments via regular mail.  For those who missed the
note in the last issue, here are two ways nonmembers (former members, family, etc.) can receive
Centerments.

� You may send your e-mail address to me (iselsley@verizon.net) and we will send
an electronic version.  This version is usually sent a few days before the postal
version can get to you and frequently any photos are in color. Over 50 members
and nonmembers get Centerments in this manner. You must have the free
program Adobe Reader to read this format.  

� You may continue to get it by post, but we must ask for a yearly donation of $10.
 Each copy of Centerments is now costing over $1.25 to produce and mail.  This
policy will go into effect with the March-April issue.  Please send your check to
BIC, PO Box 10873, Pittsburgh, PA 15236, and mark it “for Centerments mailing.”

� Members of BIC will continue to get this newsletter as always, in whichever format is most
useful to you.
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The Chanukah luncheon sponsored by Sisterhood was held on Sunday, December 7.  The
Religious School participated, and members enjoyed the company and the food.  A big thank-
you to the Weiss  families for underwriting the cost of the food.  A thank you also goes to Shirley
Ravets for putting in so much time and effort to make the silent auction a success.  Thank you to
Bonnie Harrison for assisting her.

Sisterhood Sabbath was held on Friday, January 9, with Rabbi Amy officiating.  Thanks to all the
members who braved the weather to be there.  Our third annual movie night will be held on
March 22.  More details will follow.  Other programs for February, April, and May are in the
planning stage.  

While there are many of the Friday night services with hostesses, more are needed.  You do not
have to be a member of Sisterhood to be a host or hostess.  It is a very nice way to observe a
birthday, an anniversary, or some other special event.  Please call Janet Selsley or Joan
Glickstein to get your name on the list.

Janet Selsley and Joan Glickstein, co-presidents
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Ron Weiss led a lively discussion of “ Islamofascism” at the January Men’s Club meeting.

The Tu B’Shevat Seder will be held on February 8 at 10AM, the usual meeting time for Men’s Club. 
Perry Haalman always makes this an interesting event, in celebration of “ the New Year of the Trees” . 
Over 100 foods that we get from trees will be served.  Men’s Club will participate in this event as our
regular meeting for February.  We hope to see a large turnout of Men’s Club and other congregation
members.  Please read Perry’s flyer below and make your reservations now.
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As noted in other places, the annual Tu B’Shevat Seder will be held on Sunday, February 8.  This is a
special event.  If you have not attended before, please consider coming.  Please call in your reservations to
Perry Haalman 412-798-9021 or Janet Selsley 412-655-2604.  The deadline for handing in box tops is
February 15.  These really help our Religious School by defraying the cost of special events.
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State Senator John Pippy was our guest speaker on January 11.  He presented a summary of programs
already turned into bills and others being considered for the overall reform of the State Legislature.  About
half of the session was spent fielding questions from the audience.  Senator Pippy showed why he is now
in a leadership position in the Republican party caucus with his expert handling and manifest knowledge
of the subjects that were discussed.

Feb. 15, 2009, 7:30 PM: Rabbi Daniel Schiff will present his second lecture-"Israel at 60."

May 20, 2009: A special presentation in honor of BIC©s 50th Anniversary is made possible through a
generous contribution from the Synagogues Learning Innovation Grant Fund of the United Jewish
Federation. The Adult Education Committee is pleased to announce that Ms. Rosina Fernhoff will appear
in a dramatic presentation, "Snow People." Arrangement for Ms. Fernoff ©s appearance has been made
through the B©Nai B©rith Lecture Bureau.  
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 Sisterhood handled the arrangements for our
annual Chanukah luncheon.  BIC extends
sincere thanks to the Weiss Families for
sponsoring the food, which was deliciously
appropriate for the season.  (TL) Perry
Haalman led Dylan Weiss, Kailee Greb,
Mallory Weiss and Noah Weiss in the
lighting of the candles. (above) A loaded
table of food, including lots of hot latkes, was
the drawing card for the luncheon. (left) A
popular feature was the silent auction of lots
of “stuff”  collected by Shirley Ravets and
donated by many local merchants.

State Senator John Pippy was our featured speaker at the
most recent Adult Education Lecture, sponsored by
Howard and Carol Lang in memory of their parents, Ann
and Leonard Lang, and Esther and Louis Eckstein.

If you do not
recognize the room in
which Senator Pippy
is standing, then you
have not visited BIC
recently.  Here is a
better view of the
recently remodeled
small sanctuary,
showing the new ark. 
Come see it!! It is
beautiful.
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General Fund

In memory of all those that passed in 2008, by Magda and Milt Orkin

In honor of Eliana Latterman on her Bat Mitzvah, by Dr. Perry Haalman

Donation by Judy Duker and Kenneth Rosenberg 

Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of beloved wife Eileen Kaufman, by Sidney Kaufman

In memory of beloved husband Morris Mentser, by Jenny Mentser

In memory of beloved father Morris Krifcher, by Dr. Charles and Sara Krifcher

In memory of beloved mother Pearl Rosner, sister Harriett Rosner, father Matthew Teplitz, mother Sarah

Teplitz, and aunts Gelda Simon and Esther Love; by Rita and Stan Rosner

In memory of beloved mother Ann Lang, by Dr Howard and Carol Lang

In memory of beloved mother Rose Jacobs, by Barbara and Irv Latterman

Jack Ravets Fund

In honor of Rabbi Amy Greenbaum’s kind and caring ways, by Robert Melhado

In honor and memory of wife Jeannie Binakonsky, by Dr. Harry Binakonsky

Eric WeissFund

In memory of beloved son Eric Weiss, by Judy and Joe Weiss

50th Anniversary Fund

Joyce L McCutcheon

Shirley and Ron Barasch

Temple David
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Fr iday, January 23,  2009

Anna J. Herlick, mother of Estelle Weissburg, 28 Tevet  /  January 24
Louis Exter, father-in-law of Toby Exter ,29 Tevet  /  January 25
Harry I. Pretter, father of Selma Jackson, 3 Shevat  /  January 28
Julius Krupp, father of Barbara Krupp, 4 Shevat  /  January 29
Dora Needle, mother of Frances Bernstein, 5 Shevat  /  January 30
Julius Bernstein, father-in-law of Frances Bernstein, 5 Shevat  /  January 30

Fr iday, January 30, 2009
Freda Schwartz, mother of Leonard Schwartz, 7 Shevat  /  February 1
Joseph Schultz, father of Dr. Hyman Schultz, 8 Shevat  /  February 2
Bertha Befferman, mother of Shirley Schultz,  12 Shevat  /  February 6
Ida Goldman, mother of Phyllis Pomerantz, 12 Shevat  /  February 6

Fr iday, February 6, 2009

Esther Eckstein, mother of Carol Lang and Gerry Tessle,r 13  Shevat  /  February 7
Emanuel Silverman, father of Sanford Silverman,  14  Shevat  /  February 8
Arnold Wayne Hirsch, husband of Rena Hirsch, 15  Shevat  /  February 9

Fr iday, February 13, 2009

Harry Balis, father of Sammy Balis, 20  Shevat  /  February 14
Jonathon Duker, husband of Bobbie Duker, 22  Shevat  /  February 16
Sonia Helfgott, mother of Genevieve Mentser, 23  Shevat  /  February 17
Lillian Getzug, mother of Maynard Getzug, 26  Shevat  /  February 20

Fr iday, February 20, 2009

Benjamin Bayewitch, father of Louise Hunt, 28 Shevat  /  February 22
Burton Schmelzer, brother of Edith Parker, 28 Shevat  /  February 22
Sarah Peal Weiss, grandmother of  Joseph and Elliott Weiss, 30 Shevat  /  February 24
Belle Bass, mother of Irma Leva, 2 Adar I  /  February 26
Alexander Weissburg, father of James Weissburg, 3 Adar I  /  February 27

Fr iday, February 27, 2009

Louis Blau, grandfather of Philip Blau 4 Adar I  /  February 28
Josephine Visco, mother of MaryLou Mendlowitz, 4 Adar  /  February 28, 2009
Pauline Elizabeth Grandell, mother of Sally Petri, 5 Adar /  March 1
Sophie Krupp, mother of Barbara Krupp, 5  Adar  /  March 1
Dora Krifcher, mother of Dr. Charles Krifcher, 5 Adar /  March 1
Del Grosser, husband of Esther Grosser, 5  Adar  /  March 1
Ida Bernice Lukatsky, mother of Janet Roth, 5 Adar  /  March 1
Ella Reba Green, mother of Richard Green, 6 Adar  /  March 2
J. David Brilliant, brother-in-law of Edward Weingart, 7 Adar /  March 3
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Rabbi’s Services Made Possible Through The Jack Ravets Memorial Fund.

Future Dates: 
Fri. Mar. 27th,    Sun. morn. Apr. 26th,    Fri. May 29th
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