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I hope that everyone had a happy Passover.  This past month, Beth Israel Center had annual
elections.  I would like to thank everyone who served BIC this past year.  The commitment that
these people have provided is truly exceptional and everyone has done a tremendous job.  A
listing of the new board and committee members is provided in herein and also on our website
(www.bethisraelpgh.org) for future reference.  Our website editor (Richard Green) posts all
events and activities weekly; give Richard a call with any updates.  

Annual Beth Israel Center Budget Meeting - The annual BIC budget meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, May 17th at 10:00 AM at BIC.  There will be some important issues to be discussed
about BIC’s future and I hope that we will have good attendance and input from as many
members as possible.  

50th Anniversary Celebration - After a lot of planning, our 50th Anniversary is fast-approaching,
on the weekend of June 26th through the 28th.  If you have been procrastinating about getting in
your reservation, the time is now!  We have a great weekend planned including Friday evening
service with Rabbi Amy accompanied by guitarist Janet Mostow, Saturday evening Havdalah
Service by Rabbi Amy, with a desert/wine and cheese party and entertainment by the Hot
Matzohs, and a Sunday brunch featuring a displays of our history and a presentation honoring
past BIC presidents.  It will be a wonderful time to see past and present members.  If you live
out of town, this would be a good opportunity to plan a visit to Pittsburgh to see relatives and
friends (the weather will be warm).  A listing of people who plan to attend is posted on our
website and an invitation is attached to this issue of Centerments.  I hope to see everyone
there!

Robby 

118 Gill Hall Road
P.O. Box 10873
Pittsburgh, PA  15236
Office    (412) 655-2144
www.bethisraelpgh.org
        -----------------
Rabbi Amy Greenbaum:
Home      (412) 279-1829
Cellular   (412) 758-6175
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� We recently learned of the marriage of Lisa Ellen Horvitz and Adam Michael Rothberg
on June 8, 2008. In Stockbridge, MA.  Lisa is the daughter of Maxine Horvitz and Harvey
Horvitz.  The couple will reside in Cambridge, MA.  We wish the couple a belated
congratulations and much mazel and happiness.
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� Graduations will soon be upon us.  Centerments would be pleased to announce high
school and college graduations in the BIC family in our next issue.  Please contact the
editor (Irv Selsley) at iselsley@verizon.net  or 412.655.2604 to supply complete details
of the simchas in your family.
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Shirley Ravets and Bonnie Harrison
represented BIC at the Market District Store
in Bethel Park on the Sunday before Passover. 
The store was introducing Passover with
“Passover in the Aisles”  promotion.  Several
South Hills synagogues were represented. 
Thanks to Bonnie and Shirley for helping to
get BIC “out there.”

We have a new addition to our audio/visual
equipment.  Stan Glickstein spearheaded a
move to acquire a digital projector for the
synagogue.  The projector can work from a
DVD player or a computer for movies, slides,
and other presentations.  It saw its first use as
Sisterhood sponsored a Movie Night on
March 21.
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With Passover now behind us, we are looking forward to an
active end of the year. First, however, a thank-you goes to
Shirley Ravets for chairing a successful and delicious movie
night.  Thank you also to Bonnie Harrison and Barbara
Latterman for helping.  Now we are looking forward to a
theater party. (See details below.)  This event is open to
everyone, not just Sisterhood members.  Please get your
reservations in soon.  Plans are being made for a Donor on
June 7 at Buco di Beppo in Station Square.  Details will
follow in the next few weeks.  Our next board meeting will
be at 10:30 AM on April 30 at Panera Bread in the Southland
Shopping Center.    All members are invited to attend.
Janet Selsley and Joan Glickstein
Co-presidents
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by Darian Lindle Bio

At the New Hazlett Theater on the North Side
Sunday, May 3 at 2:30

$15.00 per person
We will get together after the show for dinner at 
Max’s Allegheny Tavern, 537 Suismon Street, 

a few blocks from the theater.

Call Barbara Latterman before April 22 at 412.653.5315
 to make your reservations now for the show.  

Let her know if you will be staying for dinner.  Tickets are limited.  
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Men’s Club did not have a meeting in April because of Passover.  There will be a meeting on
May 10 at 9:30 AM.  
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The Religious School is winding down for the year.  The last Sunday School class will be held on
May 17, with Perry’s traditional “Donuts for Dads, Muffins for Moms”.  In the meantime, there is
one more Friday Shabbat service that is required for our students on May 1.
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Board Members - 2009- 2010

President  - Robby Greenberger
1st Vice President  - Richard Green 
2nd Vice President – Martin Pomerantz
Financial Secretary - Ann Schubert 
Treasurer – Rachel Weinblum 
Recording Secretary – Judy Weiss
Corresponding Secretary – Jim Teska 

Two Year Director – Art Weinblum 1st yr
Two Year Director – Bonnie Harrison 1st yr
Two Year Director – Joe Weiss  2nd yr
Two Year Director –Joan Glickstein 2nd yr 
Sisterhood Representative – TBA
Men’s Club Representative – Stan Glickstein
Recent Past President – Ron Weiss 

Committee Chairman - 2009- 2010

Adult Education – TBA 
Bulletin Centerments – Irv Selsley 
Calendar – Rachel Weinblum
House – Bob Burack 
Membership – Shirley Ravets 
Condolences– Shirley Ravets
Executive Secretary- Shirley Ravets

Thank You Letters - Elaine Small
Religious Affairs – Stan Glickstein 
Planning Committee – Stan Glickstein 
Religious School – Janet Selsley 
Directory – Co-Chairman

Ann Schubert
Joe Weiss
Special Gifts – Ed Rosenberg 
Publicity – Carolyn Weiss
Telephone – Judy Weiss 

Memorial Plaques – Perry Haalman
Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Janet Selsley 
Joan Glickstein

Historian – Carolee Burack 
Men’s Club President– Stan Glickstein
Rules – Ed Hilner 
Oneg Shabbat – Gloria Weiss
Visiting - (Bikkur Cholim) 
50th Anniversary – Meeting Organizer

Robby Greenberger
Rabbi Amy Greenbaum 
Religious School Director

Perry Haalman
Cantor - Bernie Rubb 

.
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On April 19, Mr. David Shribman, the executive editor of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, will
speak on “Today’s News and Tomorrow’s.”  Considering how the news has changed in the
several months since Mr. Shribman agreed to speak to us, this should be an exciting
evening.  Please be sure to come.  As usual, the lecture will take place at BIC at 7:30 PM.

The final lecture in this season’s Adult Education series is sponsored by Howard and Carol
Lang in memory of their parents, Ann and Leonard Lang, and Esther and Louis Eckstein.

On March 29, Dr. Chris Beard spoke on
“Evolutionary Medicine: Fossils, Darwin and
Modern Health” .  His presentation was an
enlightening recount of evolution of human bone
structure as man progressed from simian-like
posture to walking and running in an erect posture. 
Many of the slides in his presentation were made
during his archeological travels.
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On May 20, 2009, at 7:30 PM we will have a special presentation in honor of BIC©s 50th Anniversary,
made possible through a generous contribution from the Synagogues Learning Innovation Grant Fund
of the United Jewish Federation. The Adult Education Committee is pleased to announce that Ms.
Rosina Fernhoff will appear in a dramatic presentation, "Snow People." Arrangement for Ms. Fernoff©s
appearance has been made through the B©nai B©rith Lecture Bureau.  

Ms. Fernhoff was born in New York and is a graduate of Carnegie-Mellon University.
She has appeared in regional theaters and originated the role of Molly in Jane Bowles© play,
In the Summer House. Her presentation of Snow People is based on her husband Av
Inlender©s novel, Zoa, published in Europe by Metropolis and serialized in La Suisse.

SNOW PEOPLE
Fifty years after the war, striving to restore her cultural legacy, Anna
Blake, unmasks the Nazis who killed her grandfather and looted his
priceless manuscripts. The contemporary questions of guilt and
restitution portrayed through a confrontation between consecutive
generations; the mother, a survivor and her revisionist daughter
who is exploited by the looters of her family©s fortune, impart a
mystical aspect of the Holocaust that is both personal and spiritual.
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We are please to announce that, as of this writing, the list of attendees at the 50th Anniversary
Celebration now numbers 77.  We sincerely hope that we will see YOU at Beth Israel Center in June -
we really want you there!
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My parents, Elaine and Stan Rubin, joined BIC the
year it was established.  I went through all grade levels of
religious school and was confirmed at the end of 10th grade,
in 1968!  I really liked Sunday school because I got to see
friends who did not go to my schools, in Baldwin and
Whitehall, like Barbie Rosenberg, Karen and Carol Cohen,
and lots of cute Jewish boys!

I live in Los Angeles with my husband Larry, and our
two daughters, Jenny, now 25, and Kayli, now 20.  Larry is an
engineer and scientist in the aerospace industry, and I am a
volunteer at our synagogue and, previously, at our children’s
schools.  I was a paralegal and engineering analyst, but took
on a much more difficult career as a mother twenty-five years
ago.

I have been fighting cancer for thirty years,
successfully, but with many crises and disabilities.  It has
spread from my sinuses to my brain and lymph system.  It is
a very rare cancer and I am told by many physicians that I am
the longest living patient in the world with this particular type!
Anyone who remembers me knows that I am stubborn and
unyielding, and that is how I treat this disease.        

God bless you all, and best of health and prosperity

-Linda Rubin Shafritz- 



Beth Israel Center thanks the following for their support

General Fund

Dr. Perry Haalman

Yahrzeit Fund

In memory of beloved Mother, Josephine Visco; by Mary Lou and Mark  Mendlowitz
In memory of beloved Father, Albert Visco; by Mary Lou and Mark  Mendlowitz
In memory of beloved Father, Del Grosser; by Beth and Neil Charness
In memory of beloved Father, Morton B. Glick; by Marsha Kwait
In memory of beloved Mother, Ida Lukatsky; by Janet Roth
In memory of beloved Father, Louis Regal; by Hilda Werth
In memory of beloved Father, Isadore Rosner; by Stan and Rita Rosner
In memory of beloved Grandmother, Sarah P. Weiss; by Judy and Joe Weiss
In memory of beloved Grandmother, Sarah P. Weiss; by Joanne and Elliot Weiss
In memory of beloved Grandparents, Louis Regal, Sophie Krupp, and Julius Krupp; by Cynthia Balchunas
In memory of beloved Mother, Barbara Krupp; by Cynthia Balchunas
In memory of beloved Mother, Ella Reba Green; by Richard and Arlene Green
In memory of beloved Father, Joseph Binakonsky; by Harry Binakonsky
In memory of beloved Mother-in-law, Lily Hirsch; by Harry Binakonsky
In memory of beloved Mother, Dora Krifcher; by Charles and Sara Krifcher

50th Anniversary

Rabbi Yosef and Chana Lipher
Elaine Small
Fran and Joe Cohen
Debbe and Robby Greenberger
Carol and Howard Lang
Judy and Joe Weiss
Carolee and Bob Burack
Tamara Litman Steinberg
Murray Avenue Kosher, Inc.
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Fr iday, Apr il 24, 2009
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Fr iday, May 1, 2009
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Fr iday, May 8, 2009
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Fr iday, May 15, 2009
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Fr iday, May 22, 2009
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Fr iday, May 29, 2009
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Join Us for  Our  Next 
Event with

Rabbi Amy Greenbaum
Sunday, April 26 at 9:30 AM

Rabbi Greenbaum will discuss 
“ Is G-d a friend of yours?  What does the Torah say?” .

Please join in for this inspiring discussion.

Future Date: 

Fri. May 29th

The Rabbi’s participation is made possible through the Jack Ravets Memorial Fund
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Jake will also lead Shabbat services on Friday evening at 7:30



Beth Israel Center
invites you to attend the

50th Anniversary

Weekend of Celebration

June 26-28, 2009

Friday evening, June 26, 2009
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

Conducted by 
Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

 accompanied by guitar ist
Janet Mostow 

Saturday evening, June 27, 2009
Hors d’oeuvres and Desser ts 8:00 PM

Followed by Havdalah Service 
Conducted by Rabbi Amy Greenbaum

With enter tainment by the Hot Matzohs

Sunday June 28, 2009
10:00 AM –Danish and Coffee

11:30 AM – Lunch
12:45 PM - Past President Honors 

     Closing Ceremonies

Check our  Website bethisraelpgh.org  for  details and a list of attendees
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April - May 2009
Volume 49, No. 8 
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